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Welcome 
 

Welcome to the Sixth Form at Woodhouse Grove School. 

 

Sixth Form life is very different to the school experience of a pupil in Years 7 to 11.  A-level 

courses place demands on the student that they have never experienced before.  However, 

although the priority is obviously to achieve the best academic results possible, the Sixth 

Form at Woodhouse Grove offers opportunities to develop the whole personality.  There are 

chances to exercise leadership and to take part in the wide variety of extra-curricular 

activities that are on offer. These include sport, music, drama, charity work, the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award Scheme and the opportunity to help in the wider community.  

 

 

Monitoring Progress 
 

Each year group in the Sixth Form is split into tutor groups of approximately twenty students.  

The form tutor stays with the group throughout the Sixth Form, as does the Head of Year, 

thus maintaining continuity of care and ensuring that the individual student is well known, 

well understood and fully supported and advised throughout their Sixth Form career.  

Progress through the Sixth Form is closely monitored.  Target grades for achievement at AS 

and A2 level are set during the lower sixth by consultations between subject staff and 

individual students.  Progress towards these target grades is then closely monitored 

throughout the sixth form by a regular review process with the emphasis being on individual 

subject help and support.  Subject and tutorial staff are both involved in this process with the 

Head of Sixth Form monitoring the students’ progress.  If necessary, new targets are set and a 

suitable plan of action agreed with the student.   

 

 

Planning Ahead 
 

There is a comprehensive careers guidance programme and students have ready and easy 

access to our well-equipped Careers Room and the Careers staff.  The students are prepared 

thoroughly for the UCAS (University and College Admissions Service) process, with advice 

and guidance being given at every stage of the procedure.  The Lower Sixth are encouraged 

to participate in the Centigrade system, a process which provides them with a full diagnosis 

of courses suitable for them and the Universities at which these courses are available.  Other 

information provided includes a handbook on types of universities and courses (entitled 

“After A-Levels”), a handbook on how to complete the UCAS form, university entry 

requirements, dates of University Open Days and further careers information.  The Lower 

Sixth are also taken to the Higher Education Fair at which every Higher Education 

establishment in the country has a stand.  Also at this Fair are many displays by other future 

employers, for example the Armed Forces, and many gap year organizations have stands.  
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 Sixth Form Accommodation 
 

As a result of increasing number of students in the sixth form over recent years the Sixth 

Form Centre is no longer large enough to provide suitable accommodation for both year 

groups.  Consequently a second sixth form area is being provided in the Sports Centre.  Both 

areas are open from 7.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. and are exclusively for the use of the Sixth Form.  

They both house comfortable common rooms with a television and a sound system in each. 

The Sixth Form Centre has vending machines which provide a selection of hot and cold 

drinks and the new area has a small kitchen.  A selection of daily newspapers is delivered to 

the Sixth Form Centre where there is a spacious locker room downstairs and upstairs there 

are two quiet study rooms, one of which is equipped with a suite of computers.  The new area 

also has a locker room and both areas have toilet facilities.   The head of each year group has 

an office near their year group base and the Head of Sixth Form has an office in the Sixth 

Form Centre.  

 

Many aspects of Sixth Form life, including the sixth form facilities, are discussed at the 

regular meetings of the Sixth Form Committee. This committee consists of two 

representatives from each tutor group, the Assistant Heads of Sixth Form and the Head of 

Sixth Form. 

 

 

Private Study 
 

The Sixth Form student has Private Study time, probably for the first time in their school 

career.  This can be spent in a variety of locations: the school library, which has a well 

equipped Careers/IT room with Internet access, the IT rooms (subject to availability), the 

sixth form areas or departmental rooms.  Private Study time in the Lower Sixth is limited, but 

emphasis is given by subject staff to helping the student acquire good and effective study 

skills so that students can make the best use of their time.  Students taking only three AS 

subjects in the Lower Sixth will be expected to designate eight lessons as dedicated 

supervised PS lessons (the equivalent of a fourth AS subject). 

 

 

Learning support 
 

The School has had a Learning Support Unit for well over twenty years. At Sixth Form level, 

there are no formal lessons in the Unit although Unit staff are still available for consultation.  

Existing pupils, who had a report from an Educational Psychologist to gain extra time in 

examinations at GCSE level, will still be able to have this for AS and A2 examinations.  For 

new pupils it is their responsibility to make known any difficulties they may have, along with 

medical/psychological reports.  In this way staff can be made aware of their strengths and 

weaknesses and early application can be made to exam boards to obtain concessions, if 

appropriate. 

 

If any students (or their parents) would like an objective measure of strengths and 

weaknesses Mr. Maud, the Head of the Learning Support Unit, will carry out the appropriate 

assessments. 
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The Wider Life 
 

Academic study is only one part of the life of a Sixth Form student at Woodhouse Grove.  

There is a comprehensive Enrichment Programme that encompasses Sport, Community 

Action and a wide range of extra lessons and lectures from outside speakers that are detailed 

later.  Wednesday afternoon is set aside for sport and/or community involvement.  In addition 

to the traditional sports there are opportunities for weight training, swimming, golf, 

basketball, soccer, rowing and much more.  There is also a Community Action programme 

that offers our students the opportunity to be involved in many different local activities.  We 

have close links with Milestone School in Leeds, which caters for severely disabled children 

from the age of three to eighteen.  Several of our students feel that they have benefited 

greatly from their regular involvement with the pupils at Milestone.  There are many other 

local opportunities for working with either the young or the elderly. 

 

  

 

Dress Code 
The school expects sixth form students to dress in a smart and business-like manner. 

 
Girls 

 
Suit A smart, plain or pinstriped suit in a dark colour - the jacket and skirt or 

trousers must be made of the same material.  (The material may not be jersey, 

denim, tweed or corduroy.) 

 

Blouse  A blouse with a collar (i.e. with buttons down the front). 

 

Tie A tie may be worn, appropriately fastened, with a shirt buttoned at the neck. 

 

Jumper If this is required in must be a V-necked or low round-necked jumper. 

  

Shoes Smart dark shoes with a sensible heel.   

 

 

 

Boys 

 

Suit A smart, plain or pinstriped suit in a dark colour i.e. the jacket and trousers 

must be made of the same material.  (The material may not be jersey, denim, 

tweed or corduroy.) 

 

Shirt  A shirt with a collar fastened at the neck.  

 

Tie  An acceptable tie.  Colours or representative ties may be worn. 

 

Jumper If this is required it must be a V-necked jumper so that the tie is visible. 

 

Shoes Smart dark shoes.  Heavy lace-up shoes or boots are not permitted. 

 

A colours or representative blazer may be worn by either gender. 
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Conclusion 
 

There are many challenges in the progression from GCSE to A-level study; we aim to make 

this progression as smooth and successful as possible.  The Sixth Form is a vital stage in the 

transition from being a GCSE pupil to becoming a university student.  

 

The benefits and rewards of a successful Sixth Form career cannot be over stated and we aim 

to support, encourage and inspire all our Sixth Form students so that they can all reach their 

full potential.  The demands are greater than before, but the rewards can be much greater too.   

 

We hope that the two years spent in the Sixth Form here will be both rewarding and 

enjoyable. 

 

 

 

 

E. Enthoven 

Head of Sixth Form 

Assistant Head 

December 2009 
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The structure of A-levels  

 
A-level is divided into two parts:– AS and A2. 

 

An AS level is half an A-level and is normally taught in the first year of the sixth form. Most 

students study four AS subjects.  In terms of academic content and skill level the AS is an 

intermediate stage between GCSE and A-level.  The AS is given half the credits of a full A-

level with regard to university entry. In most subjects AS is taught and examined in two units 

and can stand as a qualification in its own right.  For the sciences and maths there are three 

modules that make up the AS.  

 

A2 teaching starts towards the end of the third term of the lower sixth after the AS 

examination period is over and continues in the upper sixth.  An A2 is the second half of a 

full A-level.  It builds on the foundation of the AS and is usually taught through two 

additional units; again there are three for the sciences and maths.  It is expected that students 

will choose three or four A2 levels depending on their ability.  It can be possible for a student 

to study a further AS in the upper sixth if the structure of the timetable permits. 

 

AS modules can be taken in the January of the Lower Sixth with the main AS examination 

period being the end of May/beginning of June.  A2 modules can be taken in the January of 

the Upper Sixth with the main A2 examination period following the AS examination period 

in June.  Re-sit examinations are allowed for every module although careful consideration 

must be given to the number and timing of any re-sits contemplated.   (Re-sit modules will be 

charged for by the school, the entry fee being currently about £18 per module). 

 

Sixth Term Entry Papers (STEP) are available in mathematics and are requested by a few of 

the more selective universities for maths applicants. 

 

 

The Curriculum at the Grove 

 
The majority of students study four subjects in their first year in the sixth form.  In the second 

year of the sixth form students may narrow down to fewer subjects that will be studied in 

more depth.  A complete list of sixth form courses available can be seen in Section Three of 

this booklet.  Subjects will only be offered if there is sufficient demand for them. 

 

The post-16 curriculum is now much more flexible than it used to be and it allows for far 

greater access to sixth form education. While most students will follow a fairly standard A-

level pattern of courses, combinations of academic AS and A2 courses may be chosen to 

meet the abilities and needs of individual students.  For example, one student may choose to 

study three subjects to AS level followed by the same three subjects to A2 level, whereas 

another may choose to take only two subjects to A2 and add another AS subject in the Upper 

Sixth.  An able student may choose to continue all four AS courses through to A2.    

 

The majority of students choose to study four AS courses in their first year sixth, narrowing 

down to three A2 courses in their second year.  In addition to this students can also follow an 

enrichment/general studies course outlined below.  The new Extended Project Qualification 

(EPQ) has added further breadth to the curriculum and provides the opportunity for genuine 

independent research.  General Studies is available at AS level to all students and at A2 level 

for some students.  Games and Community Service options will continue on Wednesday 
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afternoons, although participation in this programme becomes optional for non-team players 

in the Upper Sixth. 

 

Obviously, an unlimited choice of course combinations will not be possible.  However, the 

timetable blocks will be constructed (after consultation with students/parents) to allow as 

many students as possible to achieve their first choice of subjects.  Where it is not possible 

for a student to combine all four first-choice subjects we aim to provide for at least the first 

three subjects (effectively those that students are most likely to continue at A2).  Once the 

timetable blocks have been constructed students will be allowed to change their minds but 

only within the timetable blocks.  Please be aware that subjects listed in this handbook will 

only be provided if demand justifies them.  Some courses may run only as an AS over two 

years if the numbers choosing that course are low.   

 

 

Broadening the Curriculum 

 
Concern has been expressed nationally that Lower Sixth students have become too focused 

on a limited academic curriculum to the exclusion of many of the wider opportunities 

previously available.  In an effort to try to redress this worrying imbalance the Enrichment 

Programme has been introduced with opportunities provided by the community action and 

sports options and extra courses as mentioned earlier. 

 

Enrichment Programme 

 
In addition to the AS and A2 courses on offer there are a variety of other timetable options.   

The Enrichment Programme aims to broaden the sixth form curriculum through informing 

pupils of issues outside of the normal school day and offering subjects not in the main 

curriculum.  Lectures from visiting speakers are organised and Wednesday afternoon is 

devoted to Sport or Community Service.  

 

The activities that will be available on Wednesday afternoon, depending on season, are: 

 

Rugby 

Cricket 

Soccer 

Squash 

Netball 

Swimming 

Lifeguarding 

Basketball 

Rowing 

Golf 

Weight training 

Fencing 

Climbing 

 

As described earlier, Community Service can involve pupils in the wider community and 

strong links have been forged between the Grove and a variety of local institutions.  These 

include: 
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Milestone School 

Greengates Primary School 

Rawdon St Peter’s Primary School 

Rawdon Littlemoor Primary School 

Bronte House 

Ashdown Lodge 

Lister Lane Special School 

Champion House Leonard Cheshire Home 

SNOOP Centre, Holybrook Primary School 

 

Community Service can also take place at other times during the week.  It may involve the 

pupils undertaking a CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) check. 

 

Additional courses are provided during the rest of the week.  Participation in these additional 

subjects is optional for students studying four AS subjects (although many choose to avail 

themselves of the opportunities provided), but compulsory for those students who choose to 

study three AS subjects. 

  

The programme is delivered through one, two or three taught lessons each week and a series 

of lectures.  Specialist teachers are available to teach in the area of study.   

 

The content of the programme varies slightly each year, but examples of the courses, which 

may be available, are listed below.  The school cannot guarantee to run courses in each of 

these subjects as this will depend on demand but we do seek to be as flexible as possible.  

Further details of each of these enrichment courses are available from page 85 onwards. 

 

General Studies  

Extended Project Qualification 

LEAP (Leeds Enterprise Programme) or Princes Trust Challenge 500 

Community Sports Leader Award 

Photography 

Reading Matters Mentor Course 

Financial Capability Level 3 course 

 

A series of sessions throughout the academic year aims to provide workshops and lectures 

with visiting speakers and specialists in their field.  To provide a varied programme, a diverse 

range of issues and topics are covered such as: 

 

Drugs & Alcohol Awareness 

Careers/Opportunities Post 18 

Politics – UK and European 

Global Issues  

Money Management 

Driving Skills 

Culture and Heritage 

Health Education 

Gap Year Travel 

 

On occasions pupils can also be involved in visits to establishments where they have a 

specific interest or involved in small group discussions in school with appropriate people.    
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Teaching and Learning Time 
 

In the lower sixth, at present, students receive eight forty-minute lessons per AS subject per 

week, with the equivalent of one of these being study time supervised by the member of staff 

teaching that group.  Assuming students are following the equivalent of a four AS level 

course, together with the Enrichment Programme this may only leave three periods per week 

in traditional PS.  (Upper sixth form students will receive a minimum of eight taught periods 

per A2 subject per week.  General Studies lessons may be available to upper sixth students.) 

 

Students must be prepared to spend significant amounts of time studying in the evenings and 

at weekends.  This study will partly be directed, i.e. specific prep set to be completed by a 

certain date, but must also be student initiated.  Reading round the subject and continual 

revision is essential from the very beginning of the course in every subject.  Some subject 

teachers will set longer pieces of work to be completed over several weeks whereas some will 

set shorter pieces to be completed by the next day.  Good planning and time-management 

skills are therefore essential, and serious consideration should be given to whether any part-

time employment should be undertaken whether it be in the evening or at a weekend.  Only 

committed, hard working students will achieve success at AS and A2 level  

 

Guidance 

 
Choosing the correct sixth form courses is a very important educational step as it may 

determine a student’s future career.  Because the courses are far more intensive than GCSE 

and because external examinations occur at the end of the first year, and in many subjects 

during it, it is difficult, although not impossible, to change courses once they have started.  It 

is essential, therefore, that students inform themselves and obtain appropriate guidance and 

advice before making their choice.  

 

The school will provide much of this information and advice, but it is essential that the 

students themselves talk to subject and careers staff about their suitability as A-level students 

and their career aspirations.  It is important that students choose sixth form courses that they 

can realistically hope to complete successfully. 

 

Students have, by now, completed a Preview careers guidance test and will have the 

opportunity to discuss the results with careers staff.  Also, talks on each AS subject were 

given during recent PSE lessons by current members of the sixth form and heads of 

department to all members of the fifth form.  Students and their parents are invited to attend 

the “Sixth Form Open Evening” talk in January. Students will also discuss their future 

choices with Mr. Wood (Deputy Head), Mrs. Enthoven (Head of Sixth Form/Assistant Head), 

Mr Hole (Head of Year 11), Mrs. Watson (Assistant Head of Sixth Form/Head of Careers) or 

Mrs. Ainscoe (Assistant Head of Sixth Form/Head of Biology).  The Headmaster will have a 

meeting with every member of the year group individually. 
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Timetable 

November 2009 Preview Test 

 

November 27 and  Information talks on A-level courses from members 

December 4, 11 of the sixth form and heads of department 

  

 

December Preview results issued with careers book and Sixth Form 

Handbook 

 

January 2009   Preview individual feedback 

 

January 11    “Sixth Form Open Evening” for Parents and Students  

 

February 3   Parents’ Meeting (Academic Progress)  

 

February/ March Complete and return ‘Provisional Choices’ form. 

Individual interviews with DNW, EE, DCH, PLW or EA 

                                                                      

March – April   Timetable blocks constructed and given to pupils 

 

April – May   Individual interviews with Headmaster 

 

May – June   GCSE examinations 

 

August 26   GCSE results published 

Staff available for consultation regarding choice of courses. 

 

September 1   Closing date for receipt of final choice of Sixth Form courses 

from timetable blocks.  

 

September 8                    Teaching of AS specifications begins. 

 

January 2011   AS module exams in some subjects 

 

March                    Provisional choice of A2 subjects 

 

May/June   AS examinations 

 

June    A2 teaching begins 

 

August 18                        AS results published 

                                           Confirmation of A2 courses 

 

September/October   UCAS process for application to university 

 

January 2012                      A2 module exams in some subjects (AS re-sits available) 

 

June    A2 examinations.  (AS re-sits available in May/June) 

 

August 16   A-level results published 
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General Entry Requirements 
 

The normal entry requirement for Sixth Form courses is a minimum of five GCSE passes at 

grade C or above with entry to an AS/A2 course normally requiring a GCSE pass at grade B 

or above in the appropriate subject. 

 

Students who have five or more GCSE passes but with most no higher than grade C would be 

advised to study a reduced number of AS courses. 

 

Although these are the ‘normal’ entry requirements, entry into the sixth form with other 

qualifications may be possible through interview with the Headmaster. 

 

 

Sixth Form Courses 

 
Details of the courses available in the Sixth Form from September 2009 are given on the 

following pages.  

 

Please be aware that subjects will only be provided if demand justifies them.  Some 

courses may run only as an AS over two years if the numbers choosing that course are 

low.  In several cases more than one set will be available.   

 

Timetable blocks will be finalised when members of the current Year 11 have expressed their 

preferences.  These blocks will not then be altered.  The school will aim to satisfy as many 

first choices as possible but cannot guarantee to satisfy them all. 

 

 

Charges 
Some A-level courses may entail additional charges for materials or books.  For example 

English students are issued with texts that they annotate and therefore need to purchase for 

their sole use.  Art students will need to purchase some materials through school. 
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ART AND DESIGN 

 
Introduction 

Admissions Officers at many universities are increasingly looking for students with as broad an 

education as possible. AS and A2 Art will build on the ideas and skills developed at GCSE.  

These are lively and exciting courses which provide suitable area of study for many higher 

education destinations. 

 

AS Components include two units of study 

Unit 1  
50% of the total AS marks        80 marks 

Portfolio Unit 25% of the total A level marks 

Students follow the Fine Art option for study throughout AS (and A2) the content of the Portfolio 

must include a minimum of one project. A project is a selection of practical coursework which 

shows evidence of the working processes involved and address all four assessment objectives.  It 

should be based on a theme and include preparatory studies leading to a final piece or pieces. 

Unit 2 

50% of the total AS marks        80 marks    

AS Externally-Set Assignment          25% of the total A level marks 

Papers will be issued on 1
st
 February, 2010. Students are encouraged to research and develop a 

range of ideas in response to a single theme. After an initial three to four weeks period, students 

have a five hour examined session, undertaken in exam conditions, in which to further develop a 

single theme. This research element is added to the finished project which must include a final 

artefact. The project is marked as a whole at the end of May.  

 

A2 Components include two units of study 

Unit 3  

25% of the total A level marks  80 marks 

Personal Investigation 

This is a practical unit with written elements in which students will develop a personal 

investigation based on themes developed form AS. Connections should be made with artists and a 

written element of between 1,000 and 3,000 words is required. 

Unit 4 
25% of the total A level marks  80 marks 

A2 Externally Set Assignment 

Papers will be issued on 1
st
 February 2010.  At the end of the preparatory period, approximately 

12 weeks, students will have 15 hours of unaided, supervised time to complete the assignment by 

producing a final artefact.  It is important that students show their ability to work independently, 

and respond in a personal way to a theme or title supplied by the exam board. 
 

Work Journals 

These contain all supporting work for the units.  It is not just an A3 sketchbook it is a complete 

record of the process by which students document their investigations and analysis of the work of 

others. 

 

Materials 

A-level students are encouraged to use a wide range of materials in their work.  To offset the 

basic expense incurred, a charge will be made of £20.00 per term for the autumn and spring terms 

only.  More expensive items such as canvases and individual paint sets will be billed separately. 
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Visits 

Visits and external workshops are an integral part of A level.  These have included: 

Manchester, Liverpool, London, Edinburgh and Glasgow, Abbott Hall Gallery (Kendal), 

Yorkshire Sculpture Park.  More locally, Leeds Art Gallery, The Henry Moore Institute 

and The Mercer Gallery, Harrogate. 
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BIOLOGY 

 
Introduction 

 

We are constantly being made aware of biological issues in the media:  how does lifestyle 

affect your health?  Why are foods marked to show that they contain lactose?  Why do people 

get lung disease?  Or heart disease?  Biology A level will help you to have an understanding 

of these ideas.  

 

The course aims to develop essential knowledge and understanding of the ideas and skills of 

biology, with an awareness of advances in technology and a focus on biology which is 

relevant to everyday life. The idea of the way in which science develops is also included in 

this specification. 

 

As well as being a subject studied alongside other sciences, biology is a useful subject for 

students following a largely arts based curriculum, giving breadth of study.  Students will 

develop a wide range of skills and will show evidence of both literacy and numeracy.  

 

Examination Board AQA  

  

There are six modules in the whole A level, four theory and two practical.  Practical biology 

will be assessed through ISAs, which are similar in form to those used at GCSE.  The 

examination papers will include short answer questions, data handling, comprehension and 

essay style questions. 

 

The units are:   

AS 

Biology and Disease – to cover pathogens, digestion, lungs, heart, immunity.   

The Variety of Living Organisms – genes, DNA, adaptation, selection, biodiversity.  

Practical Module – either an ISA or a practical exam, at our choice. 

 

A2 

Populations and Environment – population size, photosynthesis, respiration, energy 

transfer, speciation 

Control in Cells and Organisms- stimuli, electrical and chemical co ordination, muscle, 

homeostasis, protein synthesis, gene expression, uses of gene technology. 

Practical Module 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

Lecture style note making, video, discussion, individual research, analysis of data as a class, 

practical tasks, practical investigations, study of past examination papers. 

 

There is a field course for students continuing to A2.  This occurs during the weekend 

immediately before the autumn term of year 13 begins and incurs additional cost.  For 2009-

10, the inclusive cost is around £160. 
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Supportive Subjects 

 

Chemistry, Geography, Physical Education.  Students who may want to apply to study 

medicine at university should be aware that most medicine courses require A grades in both 

Biology and Chemistry at A level. 

 

 

 

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

Biology AS and A level may be used as a subject specific entrance qualification for courses 

such as dentistry, medicine, optometry, biochemistry, applied biology, agricultural science, 

pharmacy, physiotherapy, and nursing.  It provides valuable support in sports science and 

psychology. It can lead directly to employment in laboratory work, eg. as a pharmacy 

technician, with further vocational qualifications available through the BTEC route. Biology 

may also be used as a general qualification for non subject specific courses such as law, 

accounting, business, and has a valuable role in providing breadth to the curriculum. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

Introduction 

 

This course examines the real world of business activity from a critical and theoretical viewpoint.  

It is of relevance to most careers and embraces a wide range of disciplines and skills. 

 

Starting a business and the financial planning that is required to do this, form the basis of the AS 

course.  This gives a real life slant to the course as many students can relate course theory to real 

life and the world  of “Dragon’s Den” and other popular TV shows.  The operation and 

management of businesses and organisations forms a major part of the A2 course and includes 

topics such as marketing, finance and accountancy, human resource management, production 

management, objectives and strategy and the effects of external factors in the economic and social 

environment.  By studying the integrated nature of business problems and decisions, often 

through the use of real case studies and examples, it is hoped to increase understanding of how 

businesses try to attain their objectives.   

 

Examination Board     AQA 

 

AS Components 

 

The AS units focus on small to medium-sized businesses operating within national, as opposed to 

international, markets. 

 

Unit 1: Planning and Financing a Business 

 
Unit 1 covers the issues involved in a business start-up, such as research and planning, as well as 

the factors that determine success.  It includes two main categories: 

   

• Starting a Business – 

The challenges and issues of starting a business; enterprise; entrepreneurs. 

 

• Financial Planning - 
Key financial concepts needed to start a business including: sources of start up 

finance, planning cash flow, contribution and break even. 

 

Unit 2: Managing a Business 

 
Unit 2 focuses on how established businesses might improve their effectiveness by making 

tactical decisions at a functional level.  It includes four main categories: 

 

• People - 

Communication; motivation; recruitment; HR planning. 

 

• Operations Management - 

adding value; quality; customer service; suppliers; IT; resource utilisation and 

operations decisions. 

 

• Finance - 

improving cash flow, measuring profit, improving profitability. 

 

• Marketing and Competition - 

planning; 4 ‘P’s; analysing the competitive environment 
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A2 Components 
 

The A2 units build on the AS units by considering more complex business scenarios and focusing 

on strategy, as opposed to tactics. 

 

Unit 3: Strategies for Success 
 

Unit 3 focuses on larger businesses which may be trading in international markets, and how 

managers might measure the performance of the business. This unit considers functional 

strategies that larger businesses may adopt to achieve their objectives.  It includes four main 

categories: 

 

• Financial Strategies and Accounts - 
financial information, measuring performance, financial decisions. 

 

• Marketing Strategies - 

analysing markets, devising marketing strategies. 

 

• Operations Strategies - 
location, R & D, improving operational efficiency. 

 

• Human Resource Strategies - 

workforce planning, measuring performance, adapting organisational structures, 

employee relations. 

 

Unit 4: The Business Environment and Managing Change 

Unit 4 assesses the external factors that can act as catalysts for change, and considers these in 

relation to a range of businesses. This unit also examines the ways in which businesses can 

manage change successfully when responding to external stimuli 

 

• External Influences - 

the effects of changes in the economic, political, legal, social and ethical; 

corporate culture; risk strategy; change management and responses of 

organisations. 

 

• Leadership, Corporate Culture, Ethics - 
leadership styles, role of leaders in responding to change, corporate culture. 

 

• Managing Change - 

planning for change, corporate strategies, managing change, decision making. 

 
Both A2 units are synoptic. 

 

Practical/challenges 

There will also be opportunities to participate in the Princes Trust were students can learn about 

business from managing their own real company, as well as entering business competitions such 

as Proshare.  Occasional visits to businesses and conferences are arranged.   

 

Methods of Instruction 

 
The teaching of Business Studies is very interactive with much use made of video clips, TV 

programmes, role play etc which really enhances learning.  More formal notes will be made 

through class discussions and lecture style lessons which often involve note-taking and 
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worksheets.  At times, outline background note sheets will be issued and copies of projector slides 

for students to complete.  There will also be a few presentations by students themselves and 

simulations to encourage participation. Business case studies will be widely used to assist in 

understanding theoretical and applied concepts. Reading of articles and books will be necessary 

to consolidate and broaden knowledge and note-taking will be expected from all students.  

Independent research and reading is especially encouraged, such as reading newspapers like the 

“Financial Times” and subscribing to business magazines.    

 

Method of assessment 

 

Unit 1 

Written Paper:   1 hour    60 marks 

Weighting:   40% of total AS / 20% of total A Level marks 

 
Multiple choice questions plus one compulsory multi-part data response question plus short 

answer questions. 

 

Unit 2 

Written Paper:   1 hour 30 minutes  80 marks 

Weighting:   60% of total AS / 30% of total A Level marks 

 

2 compulsory, multi-part data response questions. 

 
Unit 3 

Written Paper:   1 hour 30 minutes  80 marks 

Weighting:   25% of total A Level marks 

 

5 questions focusing on measuring business performance and assessing appropriate functional 

strategies to achieve success.  Unseen case study with a range of numerical data. 

 

Unit 4 

Written Paper:   1 hour 30 minutes  80 marks 

Weighting:   25% of total A Level marks 

 

A two part paper - Section A will contain questions based upon prior research.  Section B will be 

a selection of three essay titles from which the candidate will select one. This will be a synoptic 

paper and draw on all the specification. 

 

Supportive Subjects 

 
Because of its broad nature, Business Studies is supported by a wide range of Humanities, Arts 

and Science subjects.  Mathematics, Geography, English and increasingly Modern Languages are 

particularly useful combinations.   

 

University Courses/Careers 
 

The A level course offers an excellent foundation for a university course in Business Studies or 

Management Studies.  It also offers a good introduction to more specialist business courses such 

as Accounting and Finance, Marketing and Personnel Management.  Combined courses such as 

Business and a Modern Language or Sport and Leisure Management are increasingly popular 

routes after A level Business Studies. 
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Any career in public or private business will have much relevance to the A level course.  

Accountancy, banking, management, I.T. and insurance careers are particularly favoured choices.  

 

Leeds is the biggest financial centre in the country after London and financial institutions are 

looking to recruit young people with appropriate qualifications. 
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APPLIED BUSINESS 

 
Introduction 

 

The GCE in Applied Business provides a broad educational base for further training, further 

education or for moving into appropriate employment within the business sector.  The course 

has been designed to be delivered in a work-related context and to allow students to develop 

an understanding of the business sector. 

 

Exam Board Edexcel 

 

Structure 

 

The qualification comprises of six equally-weighted units. The AS is the first half of the 

course and contributes 50 per cent of the total Advanced GCE marks.  The A2, the second 

half comprises the other 50 per cent of the total Advanced GCE marks.   Of the six units 2 are 

externally assessed examinations (one examination in each year), the four remaining units 

being internally assessed assignments.    

 

AS Components 

 

Unit 1 Investigating People at Work 

 

This is an externally assessed examination which will cover the following areas: 

 

• Business aims, objectives and organisation 

• How businesses obtain employees 

• How businesses motivate employees 

• How people are influenced at work 

 

Unit 2 Investigating Business 

 

This is an internally assessed assignment which will cover the following areas: 

 

• Business planning 

• Managing business activities 

• Financial management in business 

• The use of software to aid decision-making 

 

Unit 3 Investigating Marketing 

 

This is an internally assessed assignment which will cover the following areas: 

 

• Identifying marketing aims and objectives 

• Using appropriate methods of market research 

• Choosing appropriate marketing mix 

• Other factors influencing the marketing mix 
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A2 Components 

 

Unit 8  Business Development 

 

This is an externally assessed examination which will cover the following areas: 

 

• The business idea 

• Resource and quality issues 

• Financial resources 

• Feasibility resources 

 

Unit 11 Impact of Finance on Business Decisions 

 

This is an internally assessed assignment which will cover the following areas: 

 

• Identifying financial needs and constraints 

• Managing working capital 

• Investing in equipment and projects 

• Investing in other companies 

 

Unit 14  External Influences on Business 

 

This is an internally assessed assignment which will cover the following areas: 

 

• Legal influences 

• Economic influences 

• Environmental influences 

• Technological influences 

 

Practical/challenges 

 

There will also be opportunities to participate in the Princes Trust were students can learn 

about business from managing their own real company, as well as entering business 

competitions such as Proshare.  The course will involve visits to various businesses as well as 

guest speakers from business who in addition to lectures will provide practical advice and 

help with assignments.   

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

The internally assessed assignments will not follow a traditional A level delivery.  There will 

obviously be essential teacher input, however students will be expected to carry out there own 

research into various businesses using the internet in the classroom and other forms of 

research for prep.  Regular deadlines will be set throughout assignments and students will be 

encouraged to meet these to give them time to respond to teacher feedback so as to improve 

the standard of their work.  Externally assessed examined units will take on a more formal, 

traditional A’level approach.  In addition to notes and class exercises, students will be 

encouraged to read a variety of text and quality newspapers outside the classroom. Plenty of 

time will be given to practice several passed papers prior to the examination. 
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Supportive Subjects 

 

Because of its broad nature, Business Studies is supported by a wide range of Humanities, 

Arts and Science subjects.  Mathematics, Geography, English and increasingly Modern 

Languages are particularly useful combinations.   

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

The A level Applied course offers an excellent foundation for a university course in Business 

Studies or Management Studies.  It also offers a good introduction to more specialist business 

courses such as Accounting and Finance, Marketing and Personnel Management.  Combined 

courses such as Business and a Modern Language or Sport and Leisure Management are 

increasingly popular routes after A level Applied Business Studies.  The course carries the 

same points weighting as the traditional A’ Level in terms of university entry.  

 

Any career in public or private business will have much relevance to the A level course.  

Accountancy, banking, management, I.T. and insurance careers are particularly favoured 

choices.  
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CHEMISTRY 
 

Introduction 

 

The chemist is concerned with many issues which affect the world today; the synthesis of 

drugs to combat disease; attempts to reduce pollution, which result in the Greenhouse effect 

and ozone layer destruction; the design and manufacture of polymeric materials such as 

Kevlar; and improving the quality of chemical fertilizers such as ammonium nitrate to feed 

an ever expanding human population are a few. An understanding of the structure of matter, 

and how particles interact, is critical and the AS and A2 level courses are designed to build 

on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed to GCSE. The subject provides an 

academic challenge, whilst engaging in a wide variety of practical and theoretical activities. 

The ability to apply scientific principles to problem solving is an important and enjoyable 

aspect to the study of chemistry. 

 

Examination Board:    AQA 

 

Aims 

 

To develop essential knowledge and understanding of the concepts of chemistry, and the 

skills needed for the use of these in new and challenging situations. 

To develop an understanding of the link between theory and experiment. 

To make students aware of how advances in information technology and instrumentation are 

used in chemistry. 

To make students appreciate the contributions of chemistry to society and the responsible use 

of scientific knowledge and evidence. 

To sustain and develop enjoyment of and interest in, chemistry. 

To bring together knowledge of ways in which different areas of chemistry relate to each 

other. 

 

AS Components. 
 

Unit 1 

 

Foundation Chemistry 

 

Atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, periodicity, introduction to organic 

chemistry, alkanes 

 

33.33 % total AS mark (16.67 % total A level mark) 1¼ hr Written paper 

 

 Unit 2 

 

Chemistry in Action 

 

Energetics, kinetics, equilibria, redox reactions, halogens, group II, metal extraction, 

haloalkanes, alkenes, alcohols analytical techniques 

 

46.67 % total AS mark (23.33 % total A level mark) 1¾ hr Written paper 
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Unit 3  

 

Investigative and Practical Skills in AS Chemistry 

 

20 % total AS mark (10 % total A level mark) ISA and PSA 

 

 

A2  Components.  
 

Unit 4 

 

Kinetics, Equilibria and Organic Chemistry 

 

Kinetics, equilibria, acids and bases, nomenclature, isomerism, carbonyls, aromatic 

chemistry, amines, amino acids, polymers, organic synthesis and analysis, structure 

determination. 

 

20 % total A-level mark 1¾ hrs written paper. 

 

Unit 5 

 

Energetics, Redox and Inorganic Chemistry 

 

Thermodynamics, periodicity, redox equilibria, transition metals, reactions of inorganic 

compounds in aqueous solutions 

 

20% of total A-level mark          1¾ hrs. written paper. 

 

This module contains a synoptic element. 

 

Unit 6    

   

Investigative and Practical Skills in AS Chemistry 

 

10% of total A-level mark          ISA and PSA 

 

 

Methods of Instruction. 
 

Students will usually be taught by at least two members of staff. There will normally be one 

practical session per week, the remaining lessons being theory or problem solving exercises. 

 

Supportive subjects. 

 

Some mathematical ability, particularly in algebra, is required. Chemistry is usually studied 

in combination with Physics and either Mathematics or Biology. Occasionally, some pupils 

combine it with Geography and / or Economics. 
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University Courses / Careers. 
 

Chemistry is a required or desired subject for many Science based degree courses. It is 

particularly important for those hoping to read medicine or veterinary science. Career 

prospects for chemists (especially analytical and applied), for materials scientists, chemical 

engineers and food scientists are excellent. Many chemists also move into management or 

even accountancy and banking. New degree courses specially introduced to meet modern 

demands of the market include medicinal, pharmaceutical chemistry and forensic science.    
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COMPUTING AS 
 
Introduction 65% examination, 35% Coursework 

 

In the sixth form the subject offered by the ICT department is Computing. This is a little 

different from Information and Communications Technology (ICT) which is studied at 

GCSE. In the workplace and in Universities names like Information Technology (IT), 

Informatics or Computing are used for this subject area. ICT in schools tends to emphasize 

office skills, written communication and organizational topics; Computing includes 

programming and a more numerate and technical understanding of how computers work. 

Computing investigates more about how computers work and how we can get the best out of 

them. A technical understanding of the computer is learnt, but there should also be a gain in 

skills the use of typical office software. 

  

If you want to succeed in today’s workplace, especially in a computing environment, there is 

a strong probability that you will be expected to embrace the use of computing and IT.  Most 

jobs require IT skills to a proficient level, many require the use of project management skills 

and some careers will involve the use of higher computing skills. 

 

This course will develop your technical skills to an advanced level but it will also teach you 

some elements of project management. This includes developing transferable skills, such as 

analytical thinking and problem solving, which are required in most managerial and 

professional jobs.  Computing skills, without doubt, are extremely valuable in the job market 

and will provide you with a competitive edge. 

 

Computing will only be offered as an AS taught over two years. 

 

Examination Board AQA 

 

AS Components 

Unit 1 Short answer questions and writing a program on screen (2 hours) 60% of AS 

June exam only  30% of A level 

 

Problem solving, algorithm design, programming in a high level language (Pascal), structured 

programming, binary and other information codes, and the system development lifecycle. 

 

Unit 2 Short answer questions (1 hour) 40% of AS 

January or June exams available  20% of A level 

 

Logic gates, basic Boolean algebra, processor structure, hardware devices, computer systems, 

networking, Internet structure, creating websites with HTML and using CSS and the 

consequences of using computers. 

 

Methods of Instruction   

 

Many strategies are employed by the teaching staff ranging from PowerPoint presentations to 

group interaction, team activities, class discussion, question and answer techniques and the 

use of past exam question material. The department also subscribe to an online interactive 

learning environment. Students will also be expected to undertake independent research and 

keep in touch with the latest IT developments via newspapers and IT Journals, available in 

the school library. Practical sessions are delivered using demonstrations, ‘hands on’ exercises 
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and rotational tutorials. There is something for everyone in Computing and you will be 

exposed to techniques used in modern business training environments. 

 

Prior Learning 

 

Pupils at Woodhouse Grove study ICT in Years 7, 8 and 9 often achieving Level 1 CLAIT 

certification. Some go on to study GCSE ICT in Years 10 & 11 – which is an excellent 

preparation for A Level Computing. There is, however, no particular prerequisite for the 

course.  

 

Computing suits anyone with  

• a logical mind;  

• an interest in mathematics, science or technology,  

• ability in music or languages or  

• simply a curiosity about the way computer systems operate  

All of the above are common indicators of aptitude for Computing. 

 

Supportive Subjects  

 

Computing makes a good partner for almost any selection or combination of A Level 

subjects; whether arts or science, due to its impact on the majority of careers. 

 

University Courses / Careers   

 

There is a wide variety of university courses available which cater for students choosing IT as 

a major or minor element. A Level Computing is a sound preparation for any degree in the 

wide range of applied IT subjects as well as the more mathematical ones. Degrees involving 

programming or software engineering would require A Level Mathematics. 

 

Career opportunities in Computing are excellent and the future is bright for students with the 

right knowledge, skills and expertise. The explosion of interest in the Internet and multi-

media has opened new doors – such as web design. Together with established work such as 

software design, networking, database management, graphics, artificial intelligence, and 

programming, Computing job opportunities are extensive. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY -  PRODUCT DESIGN: 

 

RESISTANT MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
Design and Technology offers students an opportunity to gain personal satisfaction and a 

positive experience from working with a variety of materials.  The practical problem solving 

processes on this course will encourage independent learning, creativity and innovation. 

 

Students are encouraged to develop their own creativity, design and technological capability 

and to produce high quality products.  The application of the skills of design production 

processes to a range of technological activities and the presentation of their ideas using 

information and communication technology, form a major element of this course.  It will also 

allow students to appreciate the complex relations between design, materials, manufacture 

and marketing, and to recognise the social, moral and cultural values inherent in all design 

and technology activity. 

 

Examination Board:  Edexcel 

 

AS Components: 

 

Unit 1  Portfolio of Creative Skills – 60% of the total AS mark 

            30% of the Advanced GCE 

 

This unit gives students the opportunity to develop their creative, technical and practical 

skills through a series of product investigation, design and manufacturing activities.  Students 

will produce one portfolio with three distinct sections which will demonstrate their creativity 

and flair when investigating, designing and making products. 

 

Unit 2  Design and Technology in Practice – 40% of the total AS mark 

          20% of the Advanced GCE 

 

In this unit students will develop a knowledge and understanding of a wide range of materials 

and processes used in the field of design and technology.  Industrial and commercial 

practices, and the importance of quality checks and health and safety issues will also be 

considered. 

 

 

 

A2 Components: 

 

Unit 3  Designing for the Future – 40% of the total A2 mark. 

               20% of the total GCE mark. 

 

In this unit students will develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of modern 

design and manufacturing practices and contemporary design issues.  An awareness of the 

impact of design and technology activities on the environment and sustainable product design 

is a key feature of modern practices. 
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Unit 4  Commercial Design – 60% of the total A2 mark. 

      30% of the total GCE mark. 

 

This unit gives students the opportunity to apply the skills they have acquired and developed 

throughout the course, to design and make a product of their choice.  Students will adopt a 

commercial design approach to their work, reflecting how a professional designer might deal 

with a design problem and its resolution. 

 

 

Practicals/Coursework 

 

Practical coursework will develop the students understanding of and ability to use 

appropriately a variety of materials, processes and techniques to achieve products of the 

highest quality. 

 

The cost of the materials used by individual pupils is added to their bill at the end of term.  

Costs will vary according to the size of the project undertaken and will not normally exceed 

£100. 

 

Visits to local industries, museums and designer outlets helps to broaden our student’s 

perspective on Designs past and present and on Industrial Production techniques.  

  

Methods of Instruction 

 

Background reading and study for the course should include the reading and discussion of 

contemporary articles in newspapers and journals, visiting exhibitions and critical 

observations in retail outlets leading to discussion affecting the students own design project 

work. 

 

Supportive subjects 

 
Both Science and Art based courses of study at A level will support the type of work 

involved in this Design and Technology course, in particular Physics and Art, as well as 

Business Studies. 

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

This Design and Technology course will not only lead into Design or Engineering based 

degree courses at University, but will also help the student to develop an enquiring and 

innovative mind through the processes of design, analysis, make and evaluate, making them 

ideal leaders in the world of Manufacturing. 
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DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 

 

 

Examination Board:  Edexcel 

AS 

Candidates will gain a knowledge and understanding of theatre practice through their own 

engagement with the medium as both participant and informed audience member. Candidates 

will develop performance skills appropriate to the creation and realisation of drama and 

theatre. 

 

UNIT 1: Live Theatre Production Seen and Prescribed Play 

WRITTEN PAPER, 1hour 30 minutes. 

60% of total AS marks, 30% of total A Level marks 

 

SECTION A-response to live theatre seen during the course 

SECTION B-study of one set play. 

 

UNIT 2: Presentation of an Extract from a Play 

PRACTICAL 

40% of total AS marks, 20% of total A Level marks. 

 

Group performance of an extract from a published play 

• Assessment includes preparatory and development work & supporting notes 

• Marked by the centre and moderated by AQA 

 

 

A2 

At A2 the students have the opportunity to develop skills and extend and apply knowledge 

gained at AS. Students will demonstrate a more advanced level of performance skills, 

alongside the ability to think independently. They will also demonstrate the ability to analyse 

the ways in which different performance and production elements are brought together to 

create theatre. 

 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

• Working in groups of 2-8 performers. 

• Study of a theatre practitioner, linked to the students practical work. 

 

UNIT 3: Study of  TWO set plays, including Pre-Twentieth Century. 

WRITTEN PAPER, 2 hours 

30% of total A Level marks 

 

UNIT 4: Presentation of Devised Drama 

PRACTICAL 

20% of total A Level marks 

 

• Group performance of devised drama 

• Assessment includes preparatory and development work and supporting notes 

• Marked by the centre and moderated by AQA 
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SUBJECT CONTENT 

 

• Working in groups of 2-8 performers to develop and present a piece of devised 

drama, performed in a theatrical style of the students’ choice. 

• Research into the selected theatrical style. 

 

Theatre Trips  
 

These are a necessary part of the course (see Modules 3 and 6).  Students will be expected to 

watch a minimum of two live performances.  The cost of these trips will not normally exceed 

£50 over the two year course. 

 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

Many and varied.  Clearly, there will be a good deal of practical work.  More traditional 

discussions, notes and essays still have their place, though there will be an emphasis 

throughout the course on the practical application of ideas.  Student input is essential: this is 

not a course for those who wish to be spoon-fed. 

 

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

English, Art, Music, but it fits well with a wide variety of subjects. 

 

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

Any involving communication skills; obviously, media, arts, personnel-related courses etc. 
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ECONOMICS 
Introduction 

 

This course has three aims: 

 

1. To develop an understanding of economic concepts and theories through a critical 

consideration of current economic issues, problems and institutions that affect 

everyday life. 

 

2. To apply economic concepts and theories in a range of contexts and to appreciate 

their value and limitations in explaining real world phenomena. 

 

3. To analyse, explain and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the market 

economy and the role of government within it.  

 

Examination Board AQA 
 

AS Components 

 

At AS, candidates investigate micro and macroeconomics. Microeconomics addresses issues 

such as: ‘Why are house prices so high?’, ‘Can pollution effectively be controlled?’ and 

‘Should governments interfere with markets?’. The macroeconomic issues covered include: 

‘Why does the government have an inflation rate target and how does it affect us?’, ‘What 

happens to the economy if people decide to spend more?’ and ‘How are we affected by the 

Chinese and Indian economies?’. 

 

Unit 1 Markets and Market Failure 

 

• The economic problem 

• The allocation of resources in competitive markets 

• Production and efficiency 

• Market failure 

• Government intervention in the market. 

 

Unit 2 The National Economy 

 

• The measurement of macroeconomic performance 

• The economic cycle 

• How the macro-economy works: AD/AS analysis, the circular flow of income, and 

related concepts 

• Economic performance 

• Macroeconomic policy. 

 

A2 Components 

 

At A2, candidates develop the micro and macroeconomics already learnt at AS, considering 

economic concepts and theories in greater depth and recognising the values and limitations of 

economic models. 
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Both A2 modules explore two contemporary and relevant contexts: the global context, which 

includes the impact of globalisation on UK economic performance; and the European Union 

context, embracing the effect of EU membership and economic policy on the UK economy. 

 

Unit 3 Business Economics and the Distribution of Income 

 

• Theory of the firm 

• Competitive markets 

• Concentrated markets 

• The labour market 

• Government intervention in the market. 

 

Unit 4 The National and International Economy 

 

• Macroeconomic indicators 

• Managing the national economy 

• The international economy. 

 

Methods of assessment 

 

Unit 1 

Written Paper:   1 hour 15 minutes 

Weighting:    25% of total A Level marks 75 raw marks (100 UMS) 

 

Section A: 25 compulsory OT items (25 marks) 

Section B: Two optional data response questions are set; candidates answer one. 

Each data question will have four sub-questions, carrying 5, 8, 12 and 25 marks (50 marks in 

total). 

 

Unit 2 

Written Paper:   1 hour 15 minutes 

Weighting:    25% of total A Level marks 75 raw marks (100 UMS) 

 

Section A: 25 compulsory OT items (25 marks) 

Section B: Two optional data response questions are set; candidates answer one. 

Each data question will have four sub-questions, carrying 5, 8, 12 and 25 marks (50 marks in 

total). 

 

Unit 3 

Written Paper:   2 hours 

Weighting:    25% of total A Level marks 80 raw marks (100 UMS) 

 

Section A: Two optional data response questions are set; candidates answer one. 

Each question will have three sub-questions, carrying 5, 10 and 25 marks (40 marks in total). 

One question will always relate to a global context and the other to a European Union 

context. 

 

Section B: Three optional essay questions are set; candidates answer one. 

Each question will have two sub-questions, carrying 15 and 25 marks (40 marks in total). 
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Unit 4 

Written Paper:   2 hours 

Weighting:    25% of total A Level marks 80 raw marks (100 UMS) 

 

Section A: Two optional data response questions are set; candidates answer one. 

Each question will have three sub-questions carrying 5, 10 and 25 marks (40 marks in total). 

One question will always relate to a global context and the other to a European Union 

context. 

 

Section B: Three optional essay questions are set; candidates answer one. 

Each question will have two sub-questions, carrying 15 and 25 marks (40 marks in total). 

 

Practicals/Coursework/Fieldwork 

 

There will be opportunities to participate in the Princes Trust scheme and to enter 

competitions such as Proshare and Target 2.0.  Visits to conferences are arranged on a regular 

basis. 

  

Methods of Instruction 

The course is very intensive and requires plenty of wider reading, including quality 

newspapers, financial journals, television and radio programmes. Learning occurs through a 

wide range of teaching and learning styles.  The Department makes use of guest speakers and 

extracurricular activities.   

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

Mathematics, Politics, Physics and Geography are popular subject combinations.  Most 

universities expect undergraduates to have a good level of Maths (at least to AS level). 

 

University Courses/Careers 

Economics is a valued qualification and is highly regarded by leading universities, research 

institutions and employers.  Economics graduates are amongst the highest earners when 

leaving University. There is a high level of demand for the skills that economists can offer 

and a high financial reward.  Leeds is the biggest financial centre in the country outside of 

London.  A Level Economics is an excellent introduction for students wishing to work in a 

range of business organisations and gives students the opportunity to use their mathematical 

skills in empirical circumstances.  Careers include accountancy, banking, insurance, law and 

government as well as general management and business careers. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Introduction 

 

English Literature comprises a wide range of varying texts.  At AS in 2009-10 the texts will 

range from contemporary novels to Shakespeare.  At A2 in 2010 – 2011 the range will be 

even more diverse, from Wuthering Heights to The Bloody Chamber. 

 

The course teaches, encourages and develops many useful skills, such as independence of 

mind, detailed analysis and clear expression.  All universities and future employers hold these 

skills in high regard. 

 

The course does require a willingness both to read and to produce well organized, substantial 

notes and essays.  Lessons consist of class discussions, presentations, independent research 

and essay writing. 

 

Examination Board:  AQA (Specification B) 

 

AS Components 

 

Unit 1  Aspects of Narrative 

  2 hrs, Open book examination 

  Two novels, two poetry texts (1 post 1990) 

  60% of AS, 30% of A level 

   

 

Unit 2  Dramatic Genres 

  Coursework: two essays (1 may be re-creative) each 1200-1500 words 

  40% of AS, 20% of A level  

 

 

A2 Components 

 

Unit 3  Texts and Genres 

  2 hours, Closed book examination 

Elements of the Gothic topic 

  3 texts (at least 1 text 1300-1800) 

  30% of A level 

 

Unit 4  Further and Independent Reading 

  Coursework 

3 texts to study, including an anthology of pre-released critical material 

  2 essays:  comparison of two texts 1500-2000 words 

applying pre-released material to literary text 1200-1500 

words 

  20% of A level 
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Practicals/Coursework/Fieldwork 

 

Coursework:   see Modules 2 and 4; internally assessed and externally moderated;  

  40% of A level. 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

Most lessons take the form of being either teacher or pupil-led.  Workload consists of: 

copying up notes, wider reading, essay writing, independent research and presentations. All 

coursework is checked by teachers in draft form before the final essay is completed.  Each set 

will be taught by two teachers.   

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

Theatre Studies, History, Geography, Languages, Media Studies; any really: it is a useful and 

worthwhile subject, which is valued highly. If you want to take Literature to AS to 

complement, say, a heavily science-focused sixth form curriculum, then it would also be a 

good choice.  

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

English Literature is a demanding subject and is welcomed as an entry qualification for many 

university courses.  It is especially useful for all media, journalism, law, arts and 

communication courses.  A good English qualification suggests an articulate and literate 

student who possesses good communication and analytical skills. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
 

Introduction 

 

English Language and Literature is offered as an alternative to English Literature; it is not 

possible to study both.  The texts are extremely varied and range from The History Boys to 

The Kite Runner at AS; at A2 the texts include Selected Poems by William Wordsworth and 

The Handmaid’s Tale. 

 

It will be taught in much the same way as English Literature; however, fewer literary texts 

will be studied and there will be more emphasis on analyzing and evaluating language and 

speech.  On the Literature side of the course, there will be the opportunity to write both 

analytical and empathic essays.  There is no creative writing element to the Language side of 

the course.   

 

 

Examination Board:  AQA (Specification A) 

 

AS Components 

 

Unit 1  Integrated Analysis and Text Production 

  1 hour 30 minutes examination 

2 texts studied: one will address literary and stylistic issues; one will be a 

language production task 

50% of AS, 25% of A level 

 

Unit 2  Analysing Speech and Its Representation 

1 hour 30 minutes examination  

Two questions: one on a set text, one on an unseen analysis 

50% of AS, 25% of A level 

 

 

A2 Components 

 

 

Unit 3  Comparative Analysis and Text Adaptation 

  2 hours 30 minutes examination 

  Two questions: one on unseen analysis, one on a set text 

  30 % of A level marks 

 

Unit 4  Comparative Analysis through Independent Study 

  Coursework 

  Comparison of two texts (one must be poetry) 

  20% of A level 

 

 

 

Practicals/Coursework/Fieldwork 

 

Coursework :  Module 4:  internally assessed and externally moderated 

  20% of A level. 
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Methods of Instruction 

 

Most lessons take the form of being either teacher or pupil-led.  Workload consists of 

copying up notes, wider reading, essay writing, independent research and presentations. All 

coursework is checked by teachers in draft form before the final essay is completed.  Each set 

will be taught by two teachers.   

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

Theatre Studies, History, Geography, Languages, Media Studies; any really: it is a useful and 

worthwhile subject, which is valued highly. If you want to take Language and Literature to 

AS to complement, say, a heavily science-focused sixth form curriculum, then it would also 

be a good choice.  

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

English Language and Literature is a demanding subject and is welcomed as an entry 

qualification for many university courses.  It is especially useful for all media, journalism, 

law, arts and communication courses.  A good English qualification suggests an articulate 

and literate student who possesses good communication and analytical skills. 
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FRENCH 
Introduction 

 

The AS/A2 course will enable you to continue and deepen your knowledge of one of the 

world’s most important languages. 

 

The course extends naturally from the skills developed at GCSE. Approximately equal 

emphasis is placed on the four skills of reading, listening, speaking, and writing, together 

with the acquisition of knowledge about contemporary society in France and other French-

speaking countries. 

 

Followers of this syllabus will participate in an enjoyable course and will be well prepared to 

use French for practical communication and to continue their studies in higher education. 

 

One of the main differences from GCSE is that A level is taught in smaller groups, and there 

is a requirement for all to get involved.  A personal response is of major importance, and 

emphasis is far more on discussion and exchange of views in order to develop ideas and 

opinions. 

 

The situation is less formal and there is more opportunity for pupils to lead the discussion. 

The aim is to make French the natural medium for such discussion. 

 

The AS course provides a good transition between GCSE and A2, stretching, but not 

overwhelming the students. 

 

Aims 

 

The examination will assess candidates’ ability  

• to understand French spoken by native speakers  (French recordings and radio 

are an invaluable resource in this area) 

• to understand printed material, including newspapers and magazines 

• to speak French fluently and accurately 

• to write French clearly and precisely 

• to demonstrate knowledge of society in France and in other French speaking 

communities. 

 

Examination Board: AQA 

 
AS Components 

Unit 1  70% of AS 

 

This involves listening, reading and writing on topics covering media, popular culture, 

healthy living and relationships. The examination will be taken in the digi-lab, where each 

student will have personal control of the recording for the listening element. 

 

Unit 2  30% of AS 

 

This is a speaking examination consisting of a discussion of a stimulus card based on one of 

the AS topics and then a general conversation on the others. The test lasts 15 minutes and is 

preceded by 20 minutes preparation time. 
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A2 components 

Unit 3  70% of A2 

 

This involves listening and reading activities on a range of topics and a response in writing 

on one of the A2 cultural topic areas (environment, multiculturalism, social issues and the 

arts)  Again examinees have individual control of the recording for the listening section. 

 

 

Unit 4  30% of A2 

 

This is a speaking examination where the candidate presents a point of view based on a 

stimulus card and then takes part in a conversation on two A2 cultural topics. The test lasts 

15 minutes and is preceded by 20 minutes preparation time. 

 
Teaching approach 

 

Eight periods per week for AS and eight periods for A2 will be allocated to the course which 

is shared between two teachers – in addition to a weekly individual lesson with the French 

Assistant to develop oral proficiency.   

 

The languages department is housed in the Greenwood Building.  Sixth Formers will be able 

to make full use of the new digital language laboratory, and satellite TV will allow access to 

up-to-date French broadcasts (on at least 20 different channels). There is also access to the 

Internet in each of the language classrooms.  Magazine and newspaper articles are often used 

for discussion.  First-hand knowledge is vital, and places are usually available on our 

exchange with Bordeaux and some sixth formers work in France for a period during the 

summer holidays.  

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

A study of another foreign language is beneficial, and pupils intending to study any modern 

language at university are usually wise to select a second language at A level. 

French links well with other Arts courses, and a number of science students often take French 

successfully as an A level. 

 

Possible university courses and careers. 
 

Pupils who have followed this course should be well placed to use French for practical 

communication and to continue their studies in higher education, both as an individual 

language and in tandem with other subjects such as Business, Economics, Management, Law, 

Accountancy, Engineering etc. 

 

A sound knowledge of a language, particularly of one of such obvious importance for trade 

as French, will obviously enhance career prospects and job opportunities. Many linguists 

move into business, management, journalism, banking and law, apart from the more obvious 

possibilities of interpreting, translating and teaching. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

Introduction 

 

The AQA syllabus provides students with the opportunity to study contemporary 

geographical events.  It engages with the relationship of human populations to each other 

over space and time and their relationship with their physical environment at a variety of 

scales from the local to the global. 

 

The subject content follows an issues and impacts approach throughout. 

 

Examination Board: AQA 

 

Course Structure 

 

AS Components 

UNIT 1 Physical and Human Geography 

  70% of the total AS mark, 35% of A Level 

  2 hour written examination 

 

Candidates must answer structured short and extended questions on: 

• rivers, floods and management 

• population change 

• cold, coastal or  hot desert environments 

• food supply, energy or health issues 

 

UNIT 2 Geographical Skills 

 30% of the total AS mark, 15% of A Level 

 1 hour written examination 

 

Candidates must answer structured skills and generic fieldwork questions based on the 

content of Unit 1.  Skills studied are: 

• investigative (eg risk assessment, hypothesis testing, processing and 

presentation) 

• cartographic (eg proportional symbols, choropleth, isoline and dot maps) 

• graphical (eg compound, triangular graphs and kite diagrams) 

• statistical (eg Chi-squared, Mann Whitney U Test) 

• ICT based (eg use of GIS, census and meteorological data) 

 

A2 Components  

UNIT 3 Contemporary Geographical Issues 

  30% of the total A Level mark 

  2 hour 30 minutes written examination 

 

Candidates must answer structured short and extended questions, plus an essay on any three 

of the following topics: 

• plate tectonics and associated hazards (eg vulcanicity, seismicity) 

• weather and climate and associated hazards (eg tropical revolving storms) 

• ecosystems: change and challenge (eg savanna grassland, equatorial rainforest 

biomes) 
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• world cities (eg urban regeneration, the decentralisation of retailing) 

• development and globalisation (eg TNCs, ‘trade versus aid’, ‘sustainable 

tourism, myth or reality’) 

• contemporary conflicts and challenges (eg multiculturalism, separatism, global 

poverty) 

 

UNIT 4 either    Geography Fieldwork Investigation 

  or          Geographical Issue Evaluation 

  20% of A Level 

 

Candidates will answer structured short and extended questions based on either: 

• a fieldwork investigation and fieldwork skills  

or 

• an Advanced Information Booklet.  To facilitate candidates’ research this is 

pre-released two months prior to the exam.  Its content will be drawn from 

either Unit 1 or Unit 3.  

Fieldwork 

 

As part of their preparation for the examination, all AS and A2 students will devote a minimum 

of five full days to work outside the classroom.  Pupils will have the opportunity to participate 

in a residential field course at either the Cranedale Centre near Malton in North Yorkshire or 

the Preston Montford FSC Centre near Shrewsbury in Shropshire.  An opportunity to travel 

abroad on an ‘awe and wonder’ visit to Iceland and New York or Scandinavia or Namibia is 

also anticipated. 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

There are eight lessons each week divided between three teachers for all topics: use is made of 

photographs, videos, newspaper extracts and past data response questions.  Some work will be 

ICT based and GIS will be accessed.  During each lesson discussions and instructions ensure 

that students understand the concept.  Some notes are taken but students are expected to 

research further and make their own detailed notes.  A weekly essay or data response question 

is set on each major theme.  Two lessons each week will be spent on practical skills in the AS 

year and decision making exercises in the Upper Sixth (A2) year. 

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

A Level Geography combines well with any of the Science courses and Mathematics.  Equally 

it links with History, English, Business Studies and the Languages. 

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

Geography can be studied as a BSc or BA course at most Universities. The University courses 

allow students to specialise in various options such as satellite photography, urban planning 

and Third World development and some of the University courses are linked to surveying and 

urban planning.  Many of the courses now follow a modular system and students gain credits 

by studying an appropriate number of units.  The value of Geography lies in the wide range of 

skills and abilities it uses and develops.  The subject opens the door to many further education 

courses and specialist careers in, for example, meteorology, cartography, town planning and 

surveying, as well as more general careers in management, accountancy, tourism and 

journalism.   
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GERMAN 
 

The AS / A2 course will allow you to continue and broaden your knowledge of one of 

Europe’s most important languages. 

 

In the AS and A2 course you will develop the four GCSE skills of reading, writing, listening 

and speaking. You will also learn about contemporary society in Germany and other German 

speaking countries. 

 

At AS and A2 level German is taught in smaller groups, which gives everyone an opportunity 

to get involved in lessons. More emphasis is now placed on expressing opinions and 

exchanging views and German should become the natural language used in classroom 

discussion. The situation is less formal and there are opportunities for pupils to lead the 

discussion. 

 

Examination Board: AQA 

 

AS  

 

Unit 1  70% of AS 

This involves listening, reading and writing on topics covering media, popular culture, 

healthy living and relationships. The examination will be taken in the digi-lab, where each 

student will have personal control of the recording for the listening element. 

 

 

 

Unit 2  30% of AS 
This is a speaking examination consisting of a discussion of a stimulus card based on one of 

the AS topics and then a general conversation on the others. The test lasts 15 minutes and is 

preceded by 20 minutes preparation time. 

 

 

A2  

 

Unit 3  70% of A2 
This involves listening and reading activities on a range of topics and a response in writing 

on one of the A2 cultural topic areas (environment, multiculturalism, social issues 

and the arts)  Again examinees have individual control of the recording for the listening 

section. 

 

 

Unit 4  30% of A2 
This is a speaking examination where the candidate presents a point of view based on a 

stimulus card and then takes part in a conversation on two A2 cultural topics. The test lasts 

15 minutes and is preceded by 20 minutes preparation time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching 
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Normally you will have 8 periods per week at AS and also A2 level. These 8 periods will be 

shared between two teachers. There will also be a weekly lesson with the German assistant, 

which will give you an excellent opportunity to develop your oral proficiency. 

 

Facilities 

 

The languages department is housed in the Greenwood Building. Each teaching room is 

equipped with a PC and digital projector. The AS and A2 students will have regular access to 

our new digi-lab. Access to the Internet and to satellite TV is also available in the Languages 

Department. 

 

Opportunities 

 

Sixth Formers are encouraged to take part in some kind of visit to Germany. We have 

recently set up an exchange link with a school in Mainz. This has been a great success and we 

would hope that A level students would wish to take part in this. Students would have the 

opportunity to set up long term links with German families. 

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

A study of another foreign language is beneficial, and pupils intending to study any modern 

language at university are usually wise to select a second language at A level. 

German obviously links well with other Arts courses, and is a very useful language for 

science students, even if just to AS level.  

 

University Courses and Careers 

 

Pupils who have studied German at A level should be well placed to continue their studies in 

Higher Education, both as an individual language and also in combination with subjects such 

as another language, Business, Economics, Management, Law, Accountancy, Engineering 

etc. 

 

A sound knowledge of a language like German will obviously enhance career prospects and 

job opportunities. Many linguists move into business, banking and law as well as the more 

obvious possibilities of interpreting, translating and teaching. 
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
 

‘Politics is too serious a matter to be left to the Politicians’  

Charles de Gaulle 

 

‘I didn’t come into Politics to change the Labour Party.  I came into Politics to change the 

country’.   

Tony Blair 

 

‘Politics is war without bloodshed whilst war is politics with bloodshed’ 

Mao-Tse-Tung 

Introduction 

Government and Politics at A level is useful because it touches on almost every other subject.  

It teaches skills of analysis, processing of information, discussion, debate and construction of 

argument based on evidence.  It is also useful in that every citizen has the right to vote, and 

our future is inextricably linked to political decisions.  These can be at local, regional, 

national, European and international level and we all should know about decisions made on 

our behalf.  Most of these aspects are covered in an A level course. 
 
Examination Board        Edexcel 

  
Unit 1  PEOPLE AND POLITICS 

50% of the total AS marks, 25% of the total A-level marks 

 
This unit introduces students to the study of Politics by looking at the central ideas of 

democracy and political participation, party policies and ideas, election and pressure groups. 

• Democracy and Political participation 

 The nature of democracy, democracy in the UK, enhancing democracy 

• Party policies and ideas 

 The nature of political parties, the traditions and policies of parties, comparing party 

policies and ideas 

• Elections 

 Elections and democracy, elections in the UK, debating electoral systems 

• Pressure groups 

 Nature of pressure groups, pressure group power, pressure groups and democracy 

 

 

Unit 2  GOVERNING THE UK 
50% of the total AS marks, 25% of the total A-level marks 

 
This unit introduces students to the major governmental processes within the UK.  It 

encourages them to develop a critical understanding of the role and effectiveness of key 

institutions and the relationship amongst them in the contest of multilevel governance. 

• The Constitution 

 Nature of the constitution, Sovereignty and the constitution, Reforming the 

 constitution 

• Parliament 

 Legislatures and executives, Role of Parliament, Reforming Parliament 

• The Prime Minister and Cabinet 
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 Role of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, Powers of the Prime Minister, Prime 

 Ministerial leadership. 

• Judges and Civil Liberties 

 Role of the judiciary, Power and influence of judges, Civil liberties and individual 

rights 

 

 

A2 Components 

 

Unit 3 UK POLITICAL ISSUES 

25% of the total A-level marks 

 

This topic looks at key policy issues in the UK, particularly those that have affected the 

outcomes of general elections or stimulated public debate.  

 

• Economic Policy  

 A knowledge of the general relationship between the state and the market in 

economic policy and of debates about the role of economic management, specific 

 knowledge of policies in relation to economic growth, stability, privatization, fiscal 

and monetary policy, employment, inflation, the distribution of income  taxation, 

exchange rates, and trade unions. 

• Social Welfare, Health and Education 

 A general knowledge of the scope and scale of welfare provision and of the changing 

emphasis of the welfare debate in the UK.  A knowledge of party  positions and 

developing public policy related to the benefits or social security system, the education 

system, the health service and housing problems. 

• Law, Order and Criminal Justice 

 A knowledge of party positions and developing public policy related to crime and 

public order. This includes changing attitudes towards prison policy, young 

 offenders, anti-terrorism and police powers and accountability. Changing attitudes 

 towards the balance between action against crime and against the causes of crime. 

• Environmental Policy 

 A knowledge of party positions and developing public policy related to the 

environment. This includes attitudes to ‘climate change’, pollution, resource 

 depletion and the environmental aspects of other policy areas such as transport, food, 

planning and rural affairs.  An awareness of the impact of EU and other  policies and 

treaties on UK environmental policy should also be demonstrated. 

 

 

Unit 4 EU POLITICAL ISSUES 

25% of the total A level marks 

 

This topic examines the political issues that have arisen as a result of the process of European 

integration, and the impact of the EU on the UK.  It also looks at European institutions and 

their inter-relationships and the European economic and social model. 

 

• Impact of the EU on the UK 

 A knowledge of the impact of the EU on UK policies and political parties, including 

changes in party attitudes towards the EU. An awareness of the factors that have shaped 
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these policies and debates about their impact and future  development.  Effects on the 

constitution, on institutions and institutional relationships and on pressure group policies. 

 

• European Integration 

 A knowledge of the process of European integration and of key treaties and phases in 

 the integration process, including the issue of an EU constitution.  A knowledge of 

 debates about the implications and benefits of integration, and of the relationship 

 between integration and enlargement. 

 

• EU institutions and their relationships 

 Knowledge of the key institutions of the EU and of the relationship between and 

 among them, including an awareness of the location of policy-making power within 

 the EU and of the balance of power between the EU and member states and amongst 

 member states.  A knowledge of the processes within the EU for ensuring democratic 

 participation and accountability and of the success of the reform process. 

 

• Policy Issues 

 A knowledge of the different economic and social models in EU states and the 

 development of EU economic and social policies such as monetary union, the 

 Common Agricultural Policy, tariffs and trade and those policies contained in the 

 Social Chapter.  Awareness of the factors that have shaped these policies and of 

 debates about their impact and future development. 

 

 

Methods of Instruction 

At AS and A2 the subject is taught by two members of staff.  Essays or other 

assessments/questions are set twice per week giving about a dozen written pieces every half 

term. Trips to London for revision lectures and to Parliament are made regularly. Also we 

invite a number of visitors in throughout the year to speak to the students on relevant 

subjects. 

 

 

Supportive Subjects 

Government and Politics complements History, Geography, Business Studies, Modern 

Languages, English and Theatre Studies. 

 

 

University Courses/Careers 

Government and Politics is a useful qualification for many degree courses including Politics, 

History, Economics, Business Studies, English, Drama, Accountancy, Law, Geography, 

Environmental Studies, Geology, Modern Languages, European Studies, Oriental Studies, 

International Relations, Social Studies and Peace or War Studies. 

 

The subject is of great value in any career that involves an understanding of the system of 

government, including decision-making. Knowing how the system works is an invaluable 

asset for many employers whose activity brings them in contact with public affairs, whether 

in the public or private sectors. Examples include Law, Business Management, Civil Service, 

Local Government, Education, Social Service, Health Service Administration, Armed Forces 

and Journalism. 
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HISTORY 
‘Study the past, if you would divine the future’ 

Confucius (551 – 479 BC) - Chinese Philosopher 

 

‘As a man without memory and self knowledge is a man adrift, so a society without memory 

and self-knowledge is a society adrift’ 

Arthur Marwick – 1970 – Historian 

Introduction 

History at A level is a valuable subject, both because of the inherent interest of the subject 

matter and of the skills it develops.  It is primarily concerned with the study of historical 

events, the assessment of their significance, the interpretation of any available material and 

the presentation of argument.  This develops qualities of great value in future employment. 

 

Examination Board AQA 

 

AS Components 

 

Unit 1  BRITAIN 1815 - 65 

 50% of the total AS marks, 25% of the total A level marks  

• Reaction and Reform 1815 – 1829 

 British Society in 1815, Reasons for popular discontent 1815 – 1820: Corn Laws, 

 tax, unemployment, industrialization, repression, radicalism and the influence of 

 the French revolution, Tory economic and social reforms 

• Reform and Reaction 1830 – 41 

 The 1832 Reform Act: causes, extent of change, impact upon society and 

 Parliament, the social and economic reforms of the Whig government and their 

 impact, including education, the Poor Law Amendment Act, factory,  administrative 

 and economic reforms  

• Reform and consolidation 1842 – 1865 

 Peel’s economic, commercial and social reforms and their impact: the repeal of 

 the Corn Laws, the social impact of Gladstone’s reforms as Chancellor, 

 Palmerston’s success in blocking franchise reform, Victorian society and attitudes 

 in 1865. 

• Responding to threats to the United Kingdom 

 Foreign policy under Castlereagh: the Congress of Vienna, the Congress System 

 and its operation to 1822, the State Paper of 1820, relations with the United  States, 

 Foreign policy 1822 – 46, including relations with France, Russia, Austria  and the 

 United States; relations with Latin America, Maintaining British rule in Ireland: 

 coercion, attempts at reform, Young Ireland, origins of Fenianism and its 

 development to 1865. 

 

Unit 2   LIFE IN NAZI GERMANY 1933 - 45    

 50% of the total AS marks, 25% of the total A level marks  

• The Nazi consolidation of Power 1933 – 34 

 The coming to power of Hitler and the Nazis in January 1933, Nazi ideology in 

 1933, the promotion of positive and negative stereotypes, the use of terror, 

 compromise, legal power, propaganda and policies to consolidate power to  August 

 1934. 

 

• Nazi Propaganda and Mass Indoctrination 
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 The use of parades and public spectacle, newspapers and radio, popular culture, 

 especially music and cinema; the manipulation of education, censorship, 

 Goebbels and the Hitler Myth, the content of propaganda, ideology and successes 

 of the regime, including the Nazi ‘economic miracle’ and the apparent elimination 

 of unemployment, the Olympic Games of 1936. 

• Nazi organizations and the co-ordination of German society 

 Youth: schools and universities, the Hitler Youth and the League of German 

 maidens, Workers: the German Labour Front and Strength through Joy, Peasants: 

 the policies of Darre, The Churches: Protestant and Catholic, The role of the SS, 

 SD and Gestapo in suppressing opposition, the extent of conformity and 

 resistance by 1939. 

• The Impact of War on the German People 1939 – 45 

 Changes in attitudes and daily lives 1939 – 41, the impact on the regime and the 

 people of the invasion of the USSR and the start of ‘Total War’, the effects of 

 mass bombing and military defeats from 1943, the state of Germany in 1945. 

 

 

A2 components 

 

Unit 3 BRITISH STATE AND PEOPLE 1865 – 1915 

 30% of the total A level marks  

• Reform and prosperity 1865 – 1873 

 The nature of the Liberal Party and the problems of the Conservatives: issues of 

 parliamentary reform, the Second Reform Act and the Ballot Act; the reforms of 

 Gladstone’s first ministry, Fenianism and the emergence of Home Rule, 

 Gladstone’s mission to pacify Ireland, including church disestablishment and the 

 1870 Land Act, Gladstone’s foreign policy to 1873, Progress in industry and 

 agriculture; social improvements leading to rising living standards; ideas of  laissez-

 fair, free trade and self help; the onset of economic depression. 

• Reform and Conflict 1874 – 1886 

 The revival of Conservatism and the social and political reforms of Disraeli’s 

 Ministry 1874 – 1880; Disraeli’s foreign and imperial policy, including his attitude 

 to the problems posed by the Eastern Crisis of 1875 – 78, the  achievements of 

 Gladstone’s Second Ministry, in particular further parliamentary reforms; 

 Gladstone’s foreign and imperial policies to 1885, Ireland; the land war; 

 violence and coercion; the 1881 Land Act’ Home Rule’ Nationalism and 

 Unionism; the contrasting attitudes of Disraeli, Gladstone and Salisbury to the 

 Irish question. 

• Challenges at Home and Abroad 1886 – 1901 

 The extent of Liberal decline and Conservative dominance; the spread of the  

 Labour movement and the emergence of the Independent Labour Party and the 

 Labour Representation Committee, the impact of the Home Rule issue and 

 changing government policy towards Ireland, Issues surrounding Britain’s 

 imperial position and ‘splendid isolation’; Liberal Imperialism; the challenges 

 posed by Russia, the Boers and Germany, changes in the British economy, the 

 challenges posed by overseas competitors and the growth of New Unionism. 

• Liberal Revival? 1902 – 1915 

 The Liberal Party in the years 1902 – 1906’ the failures of Balfour’s government 

 and the General Election of 1906, the Conservative Party in the years 1906 –  1915, 

 Liberal constitutional and social reforms, 1906 – 1904, including pensions, 
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 National Insurance, the General Elections of 1910 and the reform of the House of 

 Lords, Foreign affairs and the search for allies, the end of Splendid Isolation and 

 relationship with European powers to 1914, the challenges to Liberalism from the 

 Labour Party, Irish nationalism, the suffragettes and the war to 1915. 

 

Unit 4  HISTORICAL ENQUIRY  

            BRITAIN AND IRELAND 1893 –1998 + THE RENAISSANCE 

20% of the total A level marks 

 A piece of coursework of approximately 3500 words – an analysis of historical 

 issues showing understanding of change over 100 years.  This will be internally 

 assessed by the centre and moderated by AQA. 

 

 

Methods of Instruction 

Teaching is shared by 2 members of staff at AS and 2 members at A2.  Each member of staff 

is responsible for a different topic.  Essays or source-based questions are set at regular 

intervals and the aim is to complete eight of these each term, three/four for each member of 

staff.  We undertake a variety of trips including lectures to Leeds and Manchester, visits to 

the Imperial War Museum North and to the concentration camp of Auschwitz.  

 

Britain + Ireland 1893-1998 

 

THEMES, ISSUES AND DEBATES 

What factors motivated nationalist and republican leaders in Ireland from the late 19th 

century? 

How did Unionism respond to the challenges of Irish nationalism? 

Why did British governments find the problems of Ireland so difficult to solve? 

What was the significance of key individuals? 

 

THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Legacies of the Past and the Search for Home Rule, 1893.1914 

Myths and realities: Cromwell, the Siege of Derry and the Great Famine 

The campaign for Home Rule, 1883.1912 

The rise of militant Unionism and the Ulster Crisis, 1912.1914 

 

The Emergence of the Irish Free State, 1916.1923 

The impact of the First World War upon Irish affairs 

The Easter Rising of 1916 and its impact in Britain and Ireland 

The Irish War of Independence, 1918.1921 

Civil War and Partition of Ireland, 1921.1923 

 

The Stormont Ascendancy, 1923.1966 

The relationship between Britain and the Irish Free State 

The Ulster Unionist Party and its political domination 

The impact of the Second World War on Irish-British relations 

 

From the Civil Rights Movement to the End of Stormont, 1966.1974 

The campaign for civil rights from 1966 and the rise of the Provisional IRA 

The origins of political violence and the intervention by the British Army 1969 

Internment, .Bloody Sunday. and suspension of the Stormont government 

The Sunningdale Agreement and its failure 
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Deadlock 1974.1993: .Containment. and Ulsterisation. 

British policies under both Labour and Conservative governments 

The role of Republican and Loyalist paramilitaries 

The Hunger Strikes of 1981 . the decline of the SDLP and rise of Sinn Fein 

The successes and failures of counter-terrorist measures 

 

The Peace Process, 1993-1998 

The Anglo-Irish Agreement of 1993 and the .London-Dublin axis. 

The IRA ceasefires and the talks between John Hume and Gerry Adams 

David Trimble, Ian Paisley and the unionist-loyalist  response 

British, Irish and American contributions to the 1998 Good Friday Agreement 

 

The Renaissance 

 

1. To what extent was Florence the key factor in the development of the Italian 

economy between 1400-1500?  

 

2. To what extent did the political condition of the Italian states influence the work of 

Machiavelli and Castiglione during the period 1450-1550? 

 

3. To what extent did the economic and social context in which they worked affect 

artists in Renaissance Italy 1450-1550? 

 

4. To what extent did the development of Greek and Roman studies and Neoplatonism 

effect the thinking of Italian Renaissance scholars during the period 1420-1520? 

 

 

Supportive Subjects 

History goes well with Government and Politics, Geography, Business Studies, Modern 

Languages, English and Theatre Studies.  Students who are considering a career in 

Archaeology should also consider Chemistry. 

 

University Courses/Careers 

History is a useful subject for many degree courses including History, Politics, Law, 

Geography, Archaeology, Modern Languages, English, Drama, European Studies, 

International Relations, Social Studies, Accounting and Peace or War Studies. 

 

The subject is of great value in careers which involve the presentation of argument, 

discussion, analysis of information or assessment of evidence.  These include Law, 

Accountancy, Civil Service, Local Government, Education, Business Management, Social 

Service or the Armed Forces.  Scientists also have to communicate effectively, work with and 

manage other people.  Their projects are not isolated but carried out in a context, which 

relates to the whole of society.  Employers and universities like to see that you followed a 

balanced course.  History is an important part of keeping that balance. 
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MATHEMATICS  
 

Mathematics  at  AS/A level  

 

Maths has always enjoyed the reputation of being one of the most valued and important 

A-level subjects. Employers and universities are always impressed with a student who 

has studied maths to a high level for it demonstrates not only an impressive 

understanding of the subject but also a high level of problem solving and analytical skills. 

Mathematicians are valued for their ability to work methodically and carefully and also 

for their creativity and ability to apply ideas to new situations and problems. Tell anyone 

that you study maths and they never fail to be impressed. 

 
Mathematics at AS-level provides a smooth transition from GCSE to the increased rigour of 

A-level Maths. The first modules build on and considerably extend the work covered in the 

higher tier GCSE course and introduce some of the key ideas of A-level Maths like 

differentiation and integration. 

 

AS/A level Mathematics consists of the study of modules covering both Pure and Applied 

Mathematics. Pure Maths extends familiar topics such as sequences, trigonometry and, 

especially, algebra and introduces new topics such as calculus.  The Applied Mathematics 

element of the course allows for the study of Mechanics and Statistics. There are 4 

compulsory Pure Maths modules (currently called Core) and each module is dependent on 

understanding of work done in earlier modules. Pupils intending to take AS/A level 

Mathematics must be prepared for a change to a higher level of conceptual difficulty and for 

the need to learn more results than was the case at GCSE level.  

 

Examination Board Edexcel 

 

For Maths you are required to do 3 modules for AS level and 3 more at A2 to make a full 

A-level. There are different combinations possible but outlined below is the most 

common route to AS/A level. 

 

There are 18 units available in total for Maths and Further Maths of which we will offer 

three, C1, C2 and M1 for AS level to which can be added three more units to complete a 

full A level. These will be C3, C4 and S1. 
 

AS Components 

 

Unit 1    Core (Pure) Mathematics 1 (C1) 

 

C1 is the only Non – Calculator module. 

 

Proof; algebra; trigonometry; coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane; sequences and series; 

differentiation; integration.   

 

Unit 2    Core (Pure) Mathematics 2 (C2) 

 

Algebra, trigonometry and radian measure, geometric sequences and series, further 

differentiation and integration. 
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Unit 3    Statistics 1 (S1) 

 

Mathematical models in probability and statistics; representation and summary of data; 

probability; correlation and regression; discrete random variables; discrete distributions; the 

Normal distribution    

 

 

A2 Components 
 

Units 4 & 5  Core (Pure) Mathematics C3 & C4 

 

Algebra and functions; functions; sequences and series; trigonometry; exponentials and 

logarithms; differentiation; integration; numerical methods.  Proof; algebra; coordinate 

geometry in the  (x,y) plane; series; differentiation; integration; vectors. 

 

Unit 6    Mechanics 1 (M1) 

 

Mathematical models in mechanics; vectors in mechanics; kinematics of a particle moving in 

a straight line or plane; statics of a particle; moments. 

. 

 

Assessment 

 

Each unit is assessed by one examination consisting of approximately eight questions and of 

one and a half hours duration.                                                                                    

There is no Coursework requirement for any of the above units. 

Methods of Instruction 

 

The majority of the teaching will be by standard classroom teaching; discussion of a topic, 

the provision of notes and examples. Pupils are expected to contribute fully, offering 

suggestions and ideas as well as highlighting problems. Exercises on each topic will be set 

and marked regularly; it is by means of these exercises together with thorough and 

continuous learning of new material that most of a pupil’s learning takes place. Unit specific 

textbooks will be used for each applied module, which contain the full syllabus for the 

relevant module. For the Core modules pupils will be asked to purchase text books that cover 

the 4 modules. The two books provide full coverage of the material and will be a useful 

resource not only for the A-level course but also for pupils whose future studies involve Pure 

Mathematics, and cost £20 each. Extensive use will be made of past papers for the 

corresponding Edexcel examinations units. 

 

All pupils will need a good scientific calculator. Graphical calculators and ICT will be used 

where appropriate to enhance teaching and learning. 

Links to Other Subjects  

Mathematics at AS/A level is not a prerequisite subject for any other A level subject. The 

Pure Mathematics and Mechanics units are useful for, and have some overlap with, Physics, 

though the material is treated in different ways in the two subjects.  Statistics has links to 

subjects as diverse as Biology, Geography and Business Studies.    
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University Courses/Careers 

 

Mathematics A level is required for many scientific, computing and mathematically related 

courses such as Accountancy and Finance. Engineering and Physics degree entrance 

requirements usually specify A level Mathematics. Economics and Architecture are other 

areas in which a Mathematics qualification would be advantageous. Mathematics is the most 

commonly required A level for University entrance and even if not needed for a degree 

course will enhance future employment prospects. 
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS 

 
Further Mathematics at AS/A level. 

 

Further Mathematics extends the work covered for A level Mathematics both in scope and 

depth. It is intended for the pupil who finds the work for Mathematics A level relatively 

straight forward and who has the interest in the subject to take it to a more rigorous level 

either because of an interest in mathematics itself or because of a wish to take a subject such 

as engineering or physics at a university where a high level of mathematical preparedness is 

assumed. Further Mathematics is an intellectual challenge in its own right, but it therefore 

about the most impressive A-level available. 

 

Examination Board  Edexcel 

 

Further Mathematics A level requires pupils to take a total of six units including FP1 and 

FP2. We will offer FP3 and three Applied Mathematics units from M2, M3, M4, M5 and S2, 

the choice of which will be made in consultation with the pupils and in relation to the 

modules already taken for A level Mathematics. 

 

AS level Further Mathematics requires FP1 and two other units from the list above.  

 

AS/A2 Components 

 

Unit 1:  Pure Mathematics FP1 

 

Series; complex numbers; numerical solution of equations; coordinate 

systems, matrix algebra, proof. 

 

Unit 2:  Pure Mathematics FP2 

 

Inequalities; series, first order differential equations; second order differential equations; 

further complex numbers, Maclaurin and Taylor series. 

 

Unit 3:  Pure Mathematics FP3 

 

Further matrix algebra; vectors, hyperbolic functions; differentiation; integration, further 

coordinate systems.  

 

Units 4,5 and 6: three units from Mechanics 2, 3, 4, 5 and Statistics 2. 

 

M2: Kinematics of a particle moving in a straight line or plane; centres of mass; work and 

energy; collisions; statics of rigid bodies. 

 

M3: Further kinematics; elastic strings and strings; further dynamics; motion in a circle; 

statics of rigid bodies. 

 

M4: Relative motion; elastic collision in two dimensions; further motion of particles in one 

dimension; stability. 
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M5: Applications of vectors in mechanics; variable mass; moments of inertia of a rigid body; 

rotation of a rigid body about a fixed smooth axis. 

 

S2: The Binomial and Poisson distributions; continuous random variables; continuous 

distributions; samples; hypothesis tests. 

 

Assessment 

 

Each unit is assessed by one examination consisting of approximately eight questions and of 

one and a half hours duration.      

                                                                               

There is no Coursework requirement for any of the above units. 

Methods of instruction 

The majority of the teaching will be by standard classroom teaching; discussion of a topic, 

the provision of notes and examples. Exercises on each topic will be set and marked 

regularly; it is by means of these exercises together with thorough and continuous learning of 

new material that most of a pupil’s learning takes place. Unit specific textbooks will be used 

for each unit and will contain the full syllabus for the relevant unit. Extensive use will be 

made of past papers for the corresponding London examinations units. 

 

All pupils will need a good scientific calculator, to which they will be restricted for some 

units. The department has a set of graphical calculators and Derive software which will be 

used where appropriate to aid teaching and learning. 

 

Links to Other Subjects 

 

Studying Further Mathematics enhances and consolidates the work done in Mathematics. 

There are no direct links to other A level subjects though the Mathematics studied at this 

level does enable a more thorough discussion of topics in Physics than is otherwise possible. 

 

University Courses/ Careers. 

 

Further Mathematics AS/A level Mathematics is advantageous for pupils wishing to 

study Mathematics, Physics (Natural Sciences), Engineering or any course with a high 

level of mathematical content. 
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MEDIA STUDIES 
 

Introduction 

 

We have been offering Media Studies at AS and A2 since September 2003 and the course is 

proving both popular and successful.  Results so far have been excellent and a wide range of 

pupils finds it rewarding and stimulating.  Those who usually study more traditional 

academic subjects find Media Studies adds variety and creativity to their A Level options, 

whilst students who appreciate more practical courses are able to excel in this area. 

 

The aim of the course itself is to learn to read and analyse a range of media texts, considering 

how they relate to culture and society.  Students must learn to understand and interrogate 

media forms, conventions and institutions.  The main areas of media are genre, narrative, 

audience and representation.  The course gives students the opportunity to look at the role the 

media plays in their own lives on a daily basis, by acquiring a sound foundation in the main 

conceptual approaches and debates of Media Studies.  The production work allows 

candidates to put theory into practice, by demonstrating knowledge and understanding of 

technical skills in their own media production, as well as to engage in creative and 

imaginative activity.  The course provides an excellent balance of practical and academic 

study. 

 

As with most other A-level subjects there was a substantial change to the specification for 

teaching in 2007-08, changes which many think have made the subject more approachable 

and manageable. 

 

Examination Board AQA 

 

AS Components 

 

Unit 1 – Investigating Media 

An integrated and complementary (to Unit 2) introduction to the study of media and the 

contemporary media landscape. Students will investigate Key Concepts 

(Forms/Representation/Institutions/Audiences) and Platforms (Broadcasting/Digital-Web 

based Media/Print). 

June Exam, 2 hours. 

Weighting:  A Level-25% 

Unit 2 Creating Media 

(Practical Production) 

Two linked production pieces plus a written evaluation on both pieces. Students will produce 

two media productions in two of the three media platforms , with an evaluation of the 

productions. Students will most likely work in groups of 3 – 4. 

Internally examined and externally moderated. 

Weighting 25% 

 

A2 Components 

 

Unit 3 – Critical Perspectives 

Students will be required to study two pre-set media topics on at least one of the three media 

platforms, e.g. Representation in the Media; The Impact of New/Digital Media. 

June exam. 2 hours 

Weighting 25% 
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Unit 4  - Media: Research and Production 

 

 A critical investigation (covering a range of media forms) and a linked production piece. 

Students will choose a topic which interests and stimulates them, and examine cross-cultural 

factors and the effects of globalization. 

Internally examined and externally moderated. 

Weighting 25% 

 

 

Practicals/Coursework/Fieldwork 

 

Cinema trips and trips to witness commercial media will be necessary.  The cost of these will 

be less than £10. 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

Many and varied.  Obviously there will be a good deal of practical work, which can be 

carried out individually or in groups.  More traditional discussions, notes and essays will also 

form a large part of the course, as will detailed independent research.  Communication, 

working with others and problem solving will be integral to success on this course.  An 

interest and aptitude for IT will also be extremely useful.  Two teachers will teach one 

module each per term.  Students must be prepared to put in a lot of effort out of lesson time to 

ensure they fulfil their potential.  This should be a consideration if other subject choices also 

require a heavy load of practical work. 

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

Media Studies is highly compatible with most subjects in the post-16 curriculum as well as 

with the concerns and interests of anyone living in contemporary society.  It can complement 

similar subjects or provide variety and breadth to those choosing very different subjects.  The 

following subjects fit particularly well: English, History, Politics, Business Studies, 

Economics, ICT, Languages, Art, and Music. 

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

Media Studies is well respected at universities and given the same academic credence as 

more traditional studies.  It would be very useful for many courses involving communication 

skills, including Law.  There are over 2,500 courses available that relate directly to media and 

graduate employment figures for such degrees are extremely high.  Many careers involve 

familiarity with media and production, examples include: Publishing, Marketing, Retailing, 

Television and Broadcasting, Advertising, Media Buying, Journalism, Politics, Teaching, 

Law. 

 



 69

MUSIC 

 
Examination Board: AQA 

 

The specification is an exciting course allowing all students, including those who are 

interested in contemporary styles and music technology, to explore music to a higher level 

post GCSE.  Students’ strengths in areas such as composition, performance and 

understanding can be exploited. 

 

The specification will allow students to draw on their experiences at GCSE as well as offer a 

meaningful foundation for the study of Music beyond the Sixth Form.  It is designed to 

enable students to recognise the interdependence of musical skills, knowledge and 

understanding, and the links between the activities of performing/realising, composing and 

appraising. 

 

The structure of the course consists of 6 units: three at AS and another three at A2 leading to 

the full A Level qualification.  Students sit one external exam at AS and A2; the remainder 

being made up of coursework and performances completed during their studies.  There are 

elements of choice in many of the units, enabling students to work towards their strengths. 

 

AS Course: 

• Unit 1: Influences on Music.  [30% of total AS / 15% of total A Level marks] 

There are three parts to this Unit: 

1. Listening.  Structured questions drawn from any period of musical history – 

developing the skills learned at GCSE. 

2. The study of a set work.  For examination in 2010 this will be part of Mozart’s 

Symphony no 41. 

3. A choice of an area of study, chosen from: 

a) Choral Music in the Baroque Period 

b) Music Theatre: a study of the musical from 1940-1980 

c) British Popular Music from 1960-present day. 

• Unit 2: Creating Musical Ideas.  [30% of total AS / 15% of total A Level marks] 

Students chose from one of the following briefs: 

1. Composition Techniques – harmonisation of a melody & 2-part writing. 

2. Free composition or pastiche in response to one out of a choice of four given 

musical genres. 

3. Arranging a given folk song melody and text for voices and/or instruments, in any 

musical style. 

• Unit 3: Performing.  [40% of total AS / 20% of total A Level marks] 

Students choose two from: 

a) Solo performance on an instrument 

b) Solo performance on voice 

c) Solo performance on a second instrument 

d) An ensemble performance 

e) Technology based performance 1 – Sequencing 

f) Technology based performance 2 – Multi-track/close mic recording. 

Each performance lasts between 5-8 minutes and can take place at any time during 

the year. 
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A2 Course: 

• Unit 4: Music in context.  [20% of total A Level marks] 

Similar to Unit 1. 

There are three parts to this Unit: 

1. Listening.  Structured questions drawn from any period of musical history – 

developing and advancing the skills learned for unit 1. 

2. The study of a set work.  For examination in 2010 this will be either Vaughan 

Williams, Symphony no 5 or Mahler, Symphony no 4. 

3. A choice of one area of study, chosen from: 

a) English Choral Music in the 20th Century 

b) Chamber Music from Mendelssohn to Debussy 

c) Four Decades of Jazz and Blues 1920-1950 

• Unit 5: Developing Musical Ideas.  [15% of total A Level marks] 

Developing and extending the skills learned in Unit 2. 

Students chose from one of the following briefs: 

1. Composition Techniques - Bach chorale & Classical string quartet. 

2. Compose a substantial, single, piece in any style or genre, for combination of 

voices and/or instruments using acoustic and/or electronic sound sources.  Piece 

lasts 5-8 minutes. 

3. Arranging a piece of “classical” music in a recognised pop, rock or jazz style. 

• Unit 6: Performing: Interpreting Ideas.  [15% of total A Level marks] 

Students perform two (or more) contrasting pieces to form a short programme 

totalling 10-15 minutes. 

 

Students choose one from: 

a) Solo performance on voice or instrument. 

b) Technology based performance 

i. Performance 1 – use a combination of sequencing & multi-track close 

mic recordings to create one or more recordings. 

ii. Performance 2 – use multi-track/close mic recording to produce one 

or more recordings based on initial recordings of 6 parts which will 

include independent vocal and instrumental lines. 

c) One solo performance and one technology-based performance – each one 

lasting at least 5 minutes. 

 

Methods of Instruction 

A variety of methods is used on this course.  Note making, class analysis, audio and video 

resources are used- most notably audio, music theory lessons, small group work, individual 

research, essays, compositions, technical exercises, solo and ensemble performances, 

presentations and tutorial time. 

 

Supportive Subjects 

Music Technology is the most obvious and common supportive subject, but by no means the 

only subject as music is supported by a wide range of other subjects.  The study of languages 

can aid with musical terminology and vocal performances, other subjects that use essay 

writing can be helpful.  Other creative art forms are often studied in tandem to good effect. 
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University Courses/Careers 

Music can be studied at degree level in a variety of forms: 

General Musicology, Musical Composition, Musical Performance, Music Therapy, Music 

Education, Music and Performing Arts, Popular Music and increasingly as Music with a 

particular focus on areas such as Film and Computer game composition. 

Career choices are varied not just restricted to Teaching, Conducting or Performing.  The 

areas of Music Therapy and Music with Technology are growing rapidly, whilst the 

publishing and recording industry is still expanding, albeit into new sectors of the Media 

rather than merely printed matter. 

Music is also recognised as a degree subject useful as entry qualification to most non-specific 

areas of employment.  It is valued as employers recognise the extra hours spent on 

performance practise as a valuable indicator of your personal qualities. 
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
 
Examination Board: Edexcel 

 

The Music Technology course encourages students, including those who do not play a 

traditional instrument, to explore their musicality and to create original material using 

technology. The specification has an emphasis on practical work, with all tasks relating to 
styles of music that use technology. 

Embracing new technology 

Music technology, like other forms of technology, advances rapidly. This Music 

Technology specification provides opportunities to keep up with recent 

developments. 

Emphasis on a wide range of practical work 

The Music Technology specification involves much practical work and encourages 

the cultivation of a wide range of skills. 

Students will have opportunities to: 

• sequence MIDI 

• create and use loops and samples 

• record live instruments 

• produce CDs 

• compose using music technology. 

Understanding technical processes and principles 

Students will have opportunities to build understanding of the technical processes and 

principles as well as historical developments in music technology, and comment on it 

in written answers. 

 

AS Course: 

• Unit 1: Music Technology Portfolio 1.  [70% of AS marks.  35% of total A Level.] 

Students will learn and use a variety of music and music technology skills in order to 

complete this unit.  MIDI sequencing, multi-track recording and arranging a track in a 

popular style are all key components assessed through a practical based portfolio. 

There are three tasks in this Unit: 

o Task 1A: Sequenced Realised Performance 

o Task 1B: Multi-track Recording 

o Task 1C: Creative Sequenced Arrangement. 

o Detailed logbook to accompany the portfolio 

 

• Unit 2: Listening and Analysing.  [30% of AS marks.  15% of total A Level.] 

In this unit, the styles most common in popular music are studied and students will 

have the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge in the end of course listening 

exam. 

 

We look at the development of music styles from 1910 through to the present day.  

This provides an overview of the main styles and trends of popular, jazz, club and 

rock music styles during the development of popular music. 

 

Additionally, there are two special focus areas set each year for a more in-depth 

study.  
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A2 Course: 

 

• Unit 3: Music Technology Portfolio 2.  [60% of A2 marks.  30% of total A Level.] 

Unit 3 builds on skills acquired in Unit 1, demanding more detailed knowledge and 

refined practical work.  It also involves detailed study of Area of Study 3: The 

Development of Technology based Music. 

Students must complete three tasks which together make the Music Technology 

Portfolio 2: 

Task 3A: Sequenced Integrated Performance 

Task 3B: Multi-track Recording 

Task 3C: Composing using Music Technology. 

Task 3C allows pupils the opportunity to create music for either a film/television 

extract a popular song or a piece of technology based music about a given subject.  

Pupils are encouraged to compose in any style or genres as long as the use of 

technology satisfies the examination demands. 

 

• Unit 4: Analysing and Producing.  [40% of A2 marks.  20% of total A Level.] 

Students learn about and show their knowledge of music and the principles of music 

technology through a series of written answers, practical tasks and (using recording 

material provided with the paper) produce an audio CD under timed conditions. 

 

The examination will test students’ musical understanding, their ability to manipulate 

and correct recorded music and their ability to write commentaries on technological 

processes.  They will also be tested on their ability to correct tracks and combine 

them to produce a balanced stereo mix. 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

Practical tasks, note making, tutorial time, discussion, individual research, class analysis, 

study of past examination papers and a day is planned in a professional studio with  recording 

engineers.  The inclusive cost for this day will be negotiated with the studio. 

 

Supportive Subjects 

 

Music, ICT, physics (acoustics and electronics), mathematics (should you want to aim 

towards the programming details later) are the obviously supportive subjects. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

The subject material is designed to allow candidates to develop an understanding and 

appreciation of the factors that enable both them and others to be physically active as part of 

a balanced, active and healthy lifestyle. 

The factors studied will include physiological, psychological and socio-cultural aspects that 

have an impact on participation and performance in physical activities. 

 

Candidates would normally be expected to have successfully completed a GCSE in Physical 

Education but this would not exclude candidates who had not done so. 

 

The practical element of the course requires a commitment to extracurricular participation 

within school sport and it is a requirement that students attend school practices in a least one 

of their two practical areas. 

If a student is involved in a sport out of school it is their responsibility to fulfil the course 

requirements. Video and written evidence is an exam requirement.  

 

Examination Board  OCR 

 

AS components 

 

The Advanced Subsidiary is both a stand-alone qualification and also the first half of the 

corresponding Advanced GCE. The AS GCE is assessed at a standard appropriate for 

candidates who have completed the first year of study of the corresponding two-year 

Advanced GCE course. 

 

The Two- Unit AS 

 

Unit G451 – An introduction to Physical Education 

Section A - Anatomy and Physiology 

Section B - Acquiring movement skills 

Section C – Socio-cultural studies relating to participation in physical activity.  

60% of the total AS GCE marks 

2 hours written paper 

90 marks 

 

 

Unit G452 – Acquiring, developing and evaluating practical skills in Physical education. 

Candidates are assessed in two chosen activities from two different activity profiles and in a 

response to a live performance. 

Candidates must ensure they can offer a second sport for assessment 

 

40% of the total AS GCE marks 

Practical 

80 marks 
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The Four-Unit Advanced GCE 

 

AS units as above, Unit G451 being 30% of the total Advanced GCE marks and Unit G452 

being 20% of the Advanced GCE marks. 

The Advanced GCE is made up of two mandatory units at AS which form 50% of the 

corresponding four units and two further units at A2. 

 

Unit G453 – Principles and concepts across different areas of Physical Education 

Section A - Historical Studies 

Section B – Sports Psychology 

  Exercise and Sport Physiology 

 

35% of the total Advanced GCE marks 

2.5 hours written paper 

105 marks 

 

Unit G454 – The improvement of effective performance and the critical evaluation of 

practical activities in Physical Education 

Candidates are assessed in one chosen activity and in a response to a live performance. 

15% of the total Advanced GCE marks  

Practical 

60 marks 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

Due to the multi-disciplinary nature of the content of the course, four members of staff 

contribute to the teaching of the syllabus. Eight lessons are timetabled during the week. 

 

Level 2 Award  in Community Sports Leadership  (CSL 2) 

 

PE students are encouraged to take part in this nationally recognized qualification sitting at 

Level 2 on the National Qualifications Framework. The level 2 Award is a qualification for 

people aged 16 upwards, who wish to deliver sporting activities within their communities. 

The qualification provides the key skills required to plan and deliver community sports 

activities, and candidates must complete a minimum of 10 hours’ sports leadership within 

their local community in order to qualify. 

 

Units studied 

Organisational skills 

Safety in sport 

Fitness sessions for sport 

Organization of events and competitions 

Ten hours voluntary leadership experience 
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PHYSICS 
 

Introduction 

 

It is recommended that students who wish to study physics to AS or A level should be 

capable of attaining at least GCSE grade B in Mathematics and a grade A at Core Science 

and Additional Science, obtaining at least 80 UMS marks on both physics components.  It is 

not necessary to have studied Separate Sciences at GCSE. 

The physics department has a highly commendable record at A level and has provided a large 

number of successful Oxbridge candidates over the years. There are three well-equipped 

laboratories, one of which is used mainly for 6th form teaching. 

 

Examination Board     AQA.  Physics A Specification. 

 

 This specification reflects modern developments in Physics and its applications.  The specification was 

new in September 2008, following on from Additional Science at GCSE.  It has been designed to 

encourage students to develop essential knowledge and understanding of scientific methods, an awareness 

of advances in technology, recognition of the value of Physics in society and to appreciate the relationship 

between different aspects of the subject.  

 

Subject Content 

 

AS Components 

 

Unit 1 Particles, Radiation and Quantum Phenomena 

Unit 2 Mechanics, Materials and Waves 

Unit 3 Investigative and Practical Skills in AS Physics 

 

A2 Components 

 

Unit 4 Fields and Further Mechanics 

Unit 5 Option module from Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Applied Physics or Turning Points in 

Physics 

Unit 6 Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 Physics 

 

Practical Work 

 

Two periods per week are allocated to practical and experimental work.  Experiments 

compliment the topics being studied and so aid students’ understanding.  Students must also 

attain a minimum standard in practical skills.  Units 3 and 6 involve carrying out an 

experimental procedure, collecting and processing data and then using it to answer question 

in a written test (ISA test similar to that at GCSE level). 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

Students are divided between two sets according to their A level choices. The teaching of all 

students is shared between two teachers. Each topic within a module is followed up with 

short questions for homework on a regular basis. Once a section has been completed then 

examination style questions are provided.  Finally, a completed module is emphasised by 

reviewing several recent examination papers.  At times students may study two modules 

concurrently. 
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Supportive Subjects 

 

Mathematics; Chemistry.  Whilst it is not essential for a student to be studying mathematics 

at A level to achieve a high grade, there is an obvious benefit and some repetition, especially 

in mechanics.  Nevertheless, ability in arithmetic, algebra, trigonometry and graphical 

methods to a high GCSE standard is an absolute requirement.  If a career in science or 

engineering is being considered, it will often be necessary to study mathematics at A level to 

be accepted onto certain further education courses.  Support and repetition with topics in 

chemistry occurs to a lesser but still significant extent.  Students studying physics currently 

are also studying a wide variety of A level subjects such as humanities, economics, business 

studies, psychology and languages. 

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

Physics has always been one of the most versatile and well respected subjects for both 

University entrance requirements and for career choices including the Armed Forces.  As 

well as the obvious relevance to courses in science, maths and engineering, physics is also 

accepted by medical, law, financial, computing and geography departments to name just a 

few.   
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PSYCHOLOGY 
 

Introduction 

Psychology is the science of mind, behaviour and experience. This course touches on 

topics which are relevant in many areas of life. Are you interested in the way in which we 

form memories and why some memories seem to last forever but others disappear in a 

short time? Are you interested in how people develop mentally and emotionally? Are you 

interested in the way the body and mind interact to produce different types of behaviour?   

This subject bridges the arts and sciences. While using methods of scientific investigation 

to tackle questions in psychology, you will develop the ability to use and interpret 

statistics. This subject will also develop your report and essay writing skills, and the 

ability to analyse and interpret information which is required in many other academic 

areas.   The recommended minimum entry requirement for AS psychology is grade C or 

above at GCSE in English, Mathematics and Science. 

 

Examination Board AQA Specification A 

 

AS Components 

Unit 1  Cognitive Psychology, Developmental Psychology and Research Methods 

The Cognitive Psychology module looks at the nature of memory and proposed models 

for explaining how memory functions. It looks at memory in everyday life in the context 

of eyewitness testimony e.g. in response to a crime.  Also students will be given the 

opportunity to understand how memory can be improved. 

The Developmental Psychology module examines the formation of attachments in early 

childhood, including cross-cultural variations. It examines the effects of privation (the 

failure to form attachment) and the effects of institutionalisation. The module explores 

the effects of day care on children’s mental and social development; including the effects 

on aggression and peer relations. 

Research methods are taught throughout the course but are examined in unit 1 with a 

series of short answer questions. This unit is concerned with the different methods of 

research open to psychologists, including experiments, correlation analysis, observational 

techniques, questionnaires, interviews and case studies. Students will be expected to 

understand different types of experimental design and the factors which need to be 

considered when setting up a research study. This module also teaches about the use of 

statistics to interpret experimental results and the appropriate use and interpretation of 

different types of charts and graphs.  An understanding of research methods is vital for 

understanding psychology as a whole.  

 

Unit 2  Biological Psychology, Social Psychology and Individual Differences 
Biological Psychology looks at the body’s response to stress. It examines some sources 

of stress, including the way in which different individuals react to both positive and 

negative events. It also looks at the relationship between stress and health, including the 

biological effects of stress on the immune system. 

The social psychology module looks at the ways in which individuals affect each other 

within groups, with a particular focus on the influence of authority figures. It examines 

why people might obey someone, even if their actions then cause pain or injury e.g. in the 

case of war criminals. This module also examines some explanations of independent 

behaviour, such as how people resist the pressure to conform.  
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The Individual Differences topic is concerned with the range of behaviours found 

within normal societies. It attempts to define the point at which an individuals’ behaviour 

can be considered abnormal and examines both psychological and biological explanations 

of abnormal behaviour. This module also focuses on the range of treatments of 

abnormalities. 

 

A2 Components 

 

Unit 3 - This unit comprises of the following three topics: 

 

Relationships – the formation, maintenance and breakdown of romantic relationships.  

The relationship between sexual selection and human reproductive behaviour.  Also, the 

influence of childhood experience on adult relationships. 

 

Aggression – Social psychological; biological and evolutionary explanations of 

aggression. Topics such as infidelity and jealousy are examined. 

  

Eating Behaviour - Health concerns and cultural influences on eating habits are studied.  

Biological and psychological explanations of eating disorders for example, anorexia 

nervosa. 

 

Unit 4 – Psychopathology, Psychology in Action and Research Methods 

 

Section A Psychopathology 

Knowledge and understanding of one of the following disorders is taught: 

• Schizophrenia 

• Depression 

• Anxiety Disorders 

Psychological models of the disorder; classification systems; diagnosis and treatments are 

covered. 

 

Section B Psychology in Action 

 

The contemporary application of Media Psychology is studied. 

Students are expected to apply their knowledge of this topic to research methods, 

approaches in psychology and related issues and debates. 

 

Section C Psychological research and Scientific Method 

This section includes the application of scientific method in psychology; designing 

psychological investigations and data analysis / reporting on investigations. 

 

Methods of Instruction 

A variety of materials will be used including discussing case studies; research findings; 

conducting questionnaires and short practical experiments. These will provide a focus for 

group discussion and the development of key concepts. Note taking and short answer 

questions in class will be supplemented by further research, reading and essay writing by 

students. Various videos will be shown throughout to stimulate learning. There may also 

be the opportunity to use some inter-active PC based learning materials. 
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Supportive Subjects 

Psychology is supported by a wide range of subjects across the curriculum.  Particularly 

studying Mathematics, Biology and English is of use. 

 

University Courses/Careers 

This course would provide an excellent foundation for a degree in Psychology at any 

university. It is a useful qualification for many other degree courses including Business 

Studies, Social Sciences, Management, Sports Sciences and Drama. It is a good 

supporting subject for careers in the health professions such as Medicine and Dentistry.   

Psychology is accepted by universities as a science for medicine courses. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES- Philosophy and Ethics  
 

Introduction 

 

• Students are drawn to this subject because they have a real interest in people and 

 issues that affect us in the modern world.  They are also ‘deep’ thinkers.  

 Philosophical thinking is what stimulates their mind, including some of the 

 bigger questions that we try to answer. If you are the type of person that likes to 

 ask questions then this course is for you.  It will help to develop your mind and 

 the way that you think about difficult or philosophical issues.  It is a chance to 

 study those questions that you cannot ask anywhere else.  These may include, 

 “How did the world begin?”   “Can you prove God’s existence?”  “Why do 

 people suffer?”   “Is abortion acceptable?”      “Should euthanasia be made 

 legal?” 

 

• The course is an academic approach to the study of Christianity and philosophy 

 and is accessible to candidates of any religious persuasion or none. Are you an 

 atheist?  Then come and study what it means in the modern world.  Or a 

 scientist?  This subject has a module on the link between science and philosophy.  

 This is important for the study of science, particularly in the light of the recent 

 debate i.e. Richard Dawkin’s book, The God Delusion. 

 

• This is a growing subject in terms of its popularity and in the modern world has 

 never been more relevant. Theology/Philosophy students are increasingly looked 

 for by employers in a range of careers that involve dealing with people;  such as 

 administration,  marketing and selling,  journalism, banking,  accountancy,  

 advertising, stock broking, medical services, social work,  librarianship, 

 counselling and psychotherapy, the police, broadcasting and publishing 

 

Examination Board AQA   

AS Components- There are two modules at AS. 
 

An introduction to Ethics 

1.  Utilitarianism and (2) Situation ethic 

 Which is more important. the ending of pain and suffering, or the increase 

 of pleasure?How worthwhile is the pursuit of happiness, and is it all that people 

 desire? 

3. Religious teaching on the nature and value of human life 

 Should human life be given priority over non-human life? 

4.  Abortion and euthanasia 

 Abortion: definitions of when life begins/ Mothers versus child’s life,  

 Does the definition of human life stop abortion being murder? 

 Can abortion and euthanasia ever be justified? 

 

The Philosophy of Religion. 

1. Arguments for the existence of God- The Design argument 

Can we deduce that there is a God based on the complexity of existence?  Has science 

explained how nature and humans are ‘designed?’ 

2. Miracles- what is a miracle?  Do they happen? If they do, what issues are raised by 

God’s intervention in the world? 
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3. Science and religion- how do science and religions explain the origins of the planet? 

Are science and religion in conflict, complementary or irrelevant to each other? 

4. Quantum physics- the main ideas in quantum mechanics.  How this relates to 

religious ideas.  Can science be religious? 

A2 Components- 2 modules are taken 

Philosophy-  

1.  Ontological argument and the relationship between reason and faith 

 How successful is the argument as proof of God’s existence? 

2.  Religious language 

 Is it possible to talk meaningfully about God? 

3.  Body, soul and personal identity 

 Is the notion of personal post mortem existence coherent? 

 Do Near Death Experiences provide reasonable grounds for belief in the 

 afterlife?  

 4.  The problem of evil-  Why is there evil and suffering in the world? 

 What poses the greatest challenge to faith in God? - Natural evil or moral 

 evil? Is free will a satisfactory explanation for the existence of evil in a world 

 created by God?  

 

The Synoptic module. 

This is the final module and attempts to sum up what has been learnt over the 

two years. 

 

Methods of Instruction 

 

Classroom work will be backed up by a lot of private reading. A weekly essay / 

structured question or notes will be set. As ideas are taught there will be plenty of 

opportunity for debate. 

 

Supportive Subjects/Recommendations. 

 

No special recommendations. This subject can fit in with all others.  It is highly 

recommended that GCSE Religious Studies has been passed at level ‘C’ or above. 

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

This subject offers a rigorous training of the mind, preparing a person for all future 

courses and careers.  In addition the pupils are training themselves for future life by 

learning to think deeply about faith, philosophical and ethical issues. A course 

strongly recommended for those careers that have a strong emphasis on working 

with people including law, education, medical and social work. Careers within these 

areas that attract candidates are administration, marketing, journalism, finance, 

advertising, medical services, social work, counselling and psychotherapy, the 

police, broadcasting and publishing. It is highly thought of in Universities as an 

academic subject.  More than a third goes on to further study.   
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SPANISH 

 

Introduction  

 

There are more than 400 million Spanish speakers worldwide and Spanish is the second language 

in the USA, where there are many radio and TV channels dedicated solely to people for whom 

Spanish is their first language.   There will soon be more Spanish native speakers in the USA than 

there are in mainland Spain, (approximately 40,000,000).   Spanish is also now being taught as 

the first foreign language in the USA, and in Brazil in conjunction with English.   Central and 

South America is the continent which has the greatest amount of untapped natural resources, with 

the most rapidly expanding economy, and this in turn is creating many job opportunities, in all 

areas.  In Asia Spanish is becoming more important as well. 

 

Pre-requisites 

 

Students must have passed GCSE Spanish before embarking on this course.  (Spanish GCSE may 

also be offered, subject to demand, for those who have not yet studied the subject.) 

 

Aims:  AS and A Level courses in Spanish should encourage candidates to- 

 

� develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of Spanish from a variety of registers  

� communicate confidently, clearly and effectively in Spanish through both the spoken and 

written word, using increasingly accurate, complex and varied language 

� increase their sensitivity to language and language learning 

� develop critical insights into, and contact with, the contemporary society, cultural background 

and heritage of countries and communities where Spanish is spoken 

� develop positive attitudes to language learning 

 
Examination Board:  AQA 

 

From September 2008 the components of the syllabus will decrease, and the Module 2 will 

disappear from AS, and the coursework (Module 5) will disappear from A2.  

 

 

AS Components 

 
Units 1 & 2     Media, (Television, advertising & communication technology) Popular   Culture, 

(Cinema, music, fashion/trends) Healthy Living/lifestyle, (sport/exercise, health 

and well-being, holidays), Family Relationships (relationships within the family, 

friendships, marriage/partnerships)  

                         Listening, Reading and Writing and Speaking  

 

 

A2 Components 

 

Unit 3             Contemporary Social Issues, (Wealth & poverty, law and order, impact of scientific 

& technological progress) The Environment, (Pollution, energy, protecting the 

planet) The Multicultural Society and a Cultural Topic, (Immigration, 

integration, racism) 

 

 Two of the five Culture topics, chosen from the following: 

 A target language-speaking region/community 

 A period of 20
th
 Century history from a target language speaking country 
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 The work of an author 

 The work of a dramatist or poet 

 The work of a director, architect, musician or painter 

 all from a target language speaking country   

 

Unit 4               Speaking on the above 

 
 

 Methods of Instruction  

 
Spanish will be taught in 8 periods per week in AS and A2,  with the assistant working in 

individual lesson each week with each student, discussing the themes, using newspaper and 

magazine articles, and items from TVE international television.    We have the use of the new digi 

lab, which encourages independent study.   There is an equal balance of listening, reading, writing 

and speaking and we use Spanish DVDs, films, news recordings from the direct satellite link to 

TVE, language magazines and newspapers to help students learn about current affairs in Spain.   

There is also the opportunity for students to help out at the Spanish after school club with games 

and activities with younger pupils. 

  

The Consejeria de Educacion, and the Spanish Embassy run competitions in which we encourage 

students to participate.  The Instituto de Cervantes in Leeds runs courses of cultural talks and 

concerts with visiting lecturers from Spanish and English Universities, and the students will be 

encouraged to attend these to help expand their knowledge of the Hispanic World.   There are 

also dedicated Sixth Form Days run by Ampleforth College and Manchester University.   We 

arrange for pupils to participate in these days, where they often have the opportunity to meet with 

examiners from the boards. 

 

We arrange at least one visit to Spain during the 6
th
 Form, to spend time practising Spanish,  to 

experience Spanish culture at first hand, and to build on links developed during the exchange with 

the Compañia de Maria, our exchange school in A Coruña.   We have contacts with various 

schools in Galicia, in the North of Spain.    

 

Supportive Subjects  
 

Modern Foreign Languages: French, German.  History, Economics, Business Studies, Politics, 

Law, Geography and Art would also support some parts of the course (e.g. Cultural Awareness, 

Politics, etc…) 

 

University Courses/Careers 

 

AS Spanish will undoubtedly provide a suitable foundation for further study and practical use of 

Spanish, and A Level is a sufficient basis for the study of Spanish at degree level or equivalent.   

Spanish is one of the most popular combinations with Business, Economics and other Joint 

Honours options at University.    Languages can be of advantage in any line of work and are 

viewed favourably by many employers and universities, because of the parts of the brain which 

are developed by language study.  More specifically however, languages can lead to careers in the 

Foreign and Diplomatic Service, the Civil Service, translating, interpreting, teaching, European 

and International law, the European Parliament, government and international organisations, 

industry, commerce, marketing, the service sector and NGOs/the voluntary sector, the expanding 

markets of Central and Latin America, Spanish language radio and television stations in North 

America (especially New York). 
 

SPANISH WORKS ! 
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ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME 
 

The school offers a wide and varied enrichment programme. As part of this, pupils can opt to 

learn a new skill, take additional qualifications or simply enhance existing knowledge.  

Possible options are: 

 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) (AS) 

AS and A2 General Studies 

LEAP (Leeds Enterprise Project) or Princes Trust Challenge 500 

Community Sports Leaders Award (Level 2 qualification) 

Photography (AS over 2 years possible) 

Reading Matters Mentor (Level 2 qualification) 

Financial Capability Qualification 

 

 

GENERAL STUDIES 
 

All pupils have the option to take General Studies. Lessons are a combination of full year 

group sessions and discussions and debates within form periods.   

 

Examination Board AQA Spec A  

 

General Studies encourages students to: 

• think across specialist subjects  

• engage successfully with issues through the use of stimulating authentic source 

material  

• develop their thinking skills, capacity to construct arguments and ability to draw 

conclusions  

• improve their communication and presentation skills  
• work independently and with others.  

AS Outline 

Unit 1: Culture and Society 

Topic list 

• the similarities and differences between cultures, nature and use of language  

• the role of artists and art in society, examples of art works and major artistic 

movements  

• the role of religious and value systems, beliefs and values, tolerance and moral issues  

• freedoms, rights and responsibilities  

• evaluating the media and recognising bias  
• the British political system and the role of the monarchy.  

 

 



 86

Assessment 

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Weighting: 50% of the total AS 

 25% of the total A Level marks 

Section A: 30 objective test questions assessing material for comprehension. 

Section B: Three short extracts and three compulsory documentary source analysis questions. 

Unit 2: Science and Society 

Topic list 

• the origins of the universe, natural forces and sources and forms of energy  

• human and social behaviour and approaches to social studies and policy  

• commerce and industry and the impact of political and economic issues on science, 

society and the environment  

• mathematics in science and society  

• the impact and implications of new inventions  

• moral dilemmas surrounding the work of scientists  

• the impact and social, ethical and environmental implications of scientific discoveries 

and inventions  
• research methods in science and social science.  

Assessment 

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Weighting: 50% of total AS 

 25% of the total A Level marks 

Section A: 30 objective test questions assessing material for comprehension and 

mathematical reasoning. 

Section B: One from three optional questions linking science and society. Each question will 
be divided into parts and have its own source. 

A2 Outline 

Unit 3: Culture and Society 

Topic list 

• the role and responsibility of artists  

• the dilemmas and complexity of a multi-faith and pluralist society  

• the power of language and images to transmit, persuade or distort; 'spin' and 

propaganda  

• processes, problems and responsibilities of a democracy  
• social interaction at personal, local, national and international levels.  
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Assessment 

Written Paper: 2 hours 

Weighting: 25% of total A Level marks 

Section A: One compulsory source evaluation exercise. 

Section B: One from four optional essays on culture. 

Section C: One from four optional essays on society. 

Unit 4: Science and Society 

Topic list 

• the concept of life and matter  

• the approach of different social sciences to our understanding of people and problems  

• solving world problems; co-operation and intervention  

• the nature of hypothesis and theory in scientific development  

• commenting on data and representations of data; interpreting results and assessing 

implications  
• the contribution of science and technology to lifestyles in different societies  

Assessment 

Written Paper: 2 hours 

Weighting: 25% of total A Level marks 

Section A: Short answer questions assessing pre-release Case Study and unseen extracts 

contained in the examination paper. 

Section B: One from four optional science and society essays. 

  

Many Universities accept points gained from A Level General Studies as part of their 

entry requirements and also appreciate the depth and cross subject knowledge that this 

qualification brings. 

 

 

The Other Enrichment Options 

 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

 

This is a new qualification that is highly recommended by the top Universities.  It is an 

AS qualification that can be awarded up to an A* grade (the only AS that does) 

 

It offers students a free project choice, so they can explore in depth an aspect of a subject 

they are studying, or a topic in which they have a personal interest.  
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The topic for the project is chosen by the student and agreed by the student's teacher, who 

then acts as his or her supervisor. The student has to show that they can 

 

• plan  

• deliver, and  

• present  

an extended piece of work. 

The outcome of a project can be an artefact, an essay, a piece of music, a DVD or 

anything else that fits the criteria!   

 

The Extended Project offers opportunities for pupils to: 

• have a significant input into the choice and design of an Extended Project and 

take responsibility either for an individual task or for a defined task within a 

group project 

• develop and improve their own learning and performance as critical, reflective 

and independent learners 

• develop and apply decision making and, where appropriate, problem solving skills 

• extend their planning, research, critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation 

and presentation skills 

• develop, where appropriate, as e-confident learners and apply new technologies in 

their studies 

• develop and apply skills creatively, demonstrating initiative and enterprise 

• use their learning experiences to support their personal aspirations for higher 

education and career development. 

 

Pupils will be taught the generic skills required such as planning, researching, presenting 

as well as being supervised by a subject specific teacher. 

 

 

LEAP (Leeds Enterprise Advisory Project)  

 

This option is particularly useful for Business and Economics students but is open to all.  

Pupils gain practical experience of the world of business.  Students will be part of team 

and the LEAP advisors and link teachers provide guidance and support.   

 

 

Community Sports Leaders Award 

 

Pupils have the opportunity to take this Level 2 Nationally Recognised British Sports 

Trust Qualification.  The course is ideal for anyone interested in coaching. It is aimed at 

providing a basic introduction into the coaching process and as such covers a variety of 

sports and activities. A number of skills are taught including leadership, motivation and 

communication. The course is an ideal platform from which to gain further coaching 

qualifications or provide confidence to lead a group.  Lessons are a combination of theory 

and practical.  See page 65 for further details. 
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Photography 

 

A very popular option in which pupils learn the basics of digital photography.  Digital 

photography is now used by most professional photographers.  The industry standard 

software for editing photographs is ‘PHOTOSHOP’.  This course will look at the 

following areas: 

 

1. Composition and exposure  

2. Landscape  

3. Portraiture  

4. The Photographic Story  

5. Basic editing in Photoshop  

6. The Exhibition  

 

Students will need to have a digital camera (preferably an SLR) of at least 5 megapixels. 

 

Students can take an AS in Photography over 2 years. 

 

Reading Matters 

 

A Level 2 qualification whereby pupils undertake a one day course and then mentor 

pupils within school or at a local primary school. 

 

Level 3 Financial Capability Qualification 

 

A Level 3 qualification which attracts UCAS points at the level of an AS.  The 

qualification is excellent for anyone wanting to enter the business or financial world 

especially banking. Three exams are taken over the year. 

 

 

 


